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CPC Leader Harper gives personal endorsement 


Ву Marco Levytsky 
With Files from UCCLA 

Speaking in the final hour of de- 
bate in the House of Commons, on 
March 24 Official Opposition 
Leader Stephen Harper gave his per- 
sonal support to Bill C 331 — The 
Uksainian Canadian Restitution Act, 
tabled by another Conservative 
Party MP, Inky Mark (Dauphin- 
Swan River-Marquette). 

The Bill was adopted by the 
House of Commons in Second 
Reading and has now been for- 
warded to the Standing Committee 
on Canadian Heritage, where it is 
amendments may be proposed. 

From there it will go back to the 
House for Third and final Reading. 

Addressing Parliament for nearly 
10 minutes about the importance of 
this private member’s Bill, Harper, 
who was the first member to speak 
on the Bill said: 

“We know we cannot rewrite his- 
tory. That is not the exercise today. 
We cannot change the fact that an 
injustice occurred. Frankly, only 
those who carried out an injustice 
can truly be held accountable. Only 
those who themselves suffered in- 
justice can ever properly be compen- 
sated. However as heirs of our soci- 
ety and its institutions we can ac- 
knowledge injustice. We can appre- 
ciate the lessons of history and we 
can make amends where appropri- 
ate in our own time. It is in my judg- 
ment time to make amends.” 

Harper praised the leadership 
shown by Inky Mark in champion- 
ing this cause and the ongoing work 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Lib- 
erties Association, without whose 
“efforts, we would likely not be hav- 
ing this kind of debate in Parliament 
today. Unfortunately, without their 
advocacy this chapter of Canadian 
history would already have been 
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largely forgotten.” 

Other speakers in the debate in- 
cluded Mark, fellow Conservatives 
Joy Smith (Kildonan—St. Paul), 
James Bezan (Selkirk—Interlake), 
Liberals Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
(Etobicoke Centre), Paddy Torsney 
(Parliamentary Secretary to the Min- 
ister of International Cooperation), 
Lloyd St. Amand (Brant) and Bloc 
Quebecois MP Bernard Bigras 
(Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie). 

Bigras, who followed Harper, 
stated that the treatment of Ukraini- 
ans during World War I, which in- 
cluded the registration of 88,000 in 
addition to the internment of more 
than 5,000, is totally unacceptable 
in a democracy. 

“Canada, today, has to live up to 
the ideals it defends. It has to be able 
to recognize when it has made mis- 
takes that go against these ideals. 
History must be given every oppor- 
tunity to not repeat itself. We have a 
fine opportunity here today. It is a 
start. Recognizing past mistakes is 
a way of facing the future in all fair- 
ness and serenity,” he said. 

Wrzesnewskyj, who was next, 
stated that the time for reconcilia- 
tion has arrived. 

“I am optimistic and look forward 
to the day when the Government of 
Canada and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress begin the negotiation pro- 
cess so that present and future gen- 
erations of Canadians will be af- 
forded the opportunity to learn from 
this tragic episode in our history. 

“May a complete knowledge of our 
past help this and future generations 
in our collective enterprise of build- 
ing an even stronger multicultural 
Canada, a celebratory mosaic of 
peoples which the rest of the world 
will look to as an example of what a 
society can achieve,” he said. 

Smith said Ukrainian Canadians 
“these wonderful people, who have 
been a foundation of our country and 
who have done many things to help 
Canada, should not have had to en- 
dure this internment. As other mem- 
bers have said, we cannot redo his- 
tory. It happened and it is time to 
address it and recognize the people 
of Ukrainian extraction, the people 
who helped build this country.” 

“We have gone through a memo- 
rable year where the people of 
Ukraine have become the heroes of 
the world with their vote on Decem- 
ber 26, 2004. We know the member 
for Etobicoke Centre was a real 
champion in that election. I think we 
need to acknowledge the heroes of 
our country,” she added later on. 

Torsney noted that “an incredible 
number of Canadians of Ukrainian 
heritage have made extraordinary 
contributions to Canada and listed 

some of theses achievements. 

He said that with this funding “the 

government is responding to de- 
mands from the community in a way 


that respects both the concerns of the 
Cont. on P.3 
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Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group revived 


Approximately 40 Members of Parliament and Senators from all parties gathered in Ottawa on March 22 to 
elect a new Executive for the revived Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. Among the members 
of the new executive are (Left to Right): left to right: Walt Lastewka, P.C, M.P., Vice-Chair (Government); Peter 
Goldring, М.Р. Director; Joy Smith, M.P. Director; Inky Mark, М.Р. Vice-Chair (Opposition) ; Judy Wasylycia- 
Leis, М.Р. Director; Senator Jerry Grafstein, Director; Borys Wrzesnewskyj, M.P. Chair; Mark Warawa, М.Р.; 
Eleni Bakopanos, Р.С., M.P., Secretary; Senator Raynell Andreychuk, Vice-Chair (Senate); David Kilgour, Р.С., 


М.Р., Director. For more, see Page 3 of this issue. 


Жодного тиску на лікарів від оточення 


Ющенка не було 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Суперечка щодо того, чи був тиск на лікарів ав- 
стрійської клініки "Rudolfinerhaus" щодо їхнього 
діагнозу пацієнту Віктору Ющенку дійшла до суду. 
29-го березня відбулося слухання позову колиш-- 
нього головного лікаря клініки доктора Лотара Віке 
проти керівництва "Rudolfinerhaus". Напередодні він 
дав інтерв'ю британському щоденнику "Telegraph", 
в якому звинувачує як керівництво клініки, так і 
неназваних людей в оточенні тоді ще кандидата на 
посаду президента Віктора Ющенка. 

Колишній головний лікар клініки "Rudolfiner— 
haus", в якій лікувався Віктор Ющенко, вважає, що 
на клініку здійснювався тиск, в результаті якого 
з'явився діагноз "отруєння", а самого його було 
звільнено з клініки, бо він не захотів підтвердити 
цей діагноз. Таку версію подій 64-літній лікар-рент-- 
генолог представив напередодні судового слухання 
своєї справи британському щоденнику "Telegraph". 

Інший лікар цієї лікарні Микола Корпан, який 
безпосередньо лікував майбутнього українського 
президента, наполягає, що клініка ніколи не стверд-- 
жувала, що Віктора Ющенка було отруєно: "Ми 
ніколи не стверджували, ні я, ні професор Цімпфер, 
що діагноз Віктора Андрійовича звучить, як OTpy— 
єння діоксином чи чим-небудь іншим. Ми завжди 
стверджували, що на даний момент, на підставі тих 
чи інших досліджень, на підставі клінічної симп- 
томатики, не можна виключити або підтвердити 
діагноз отруєння". 

Микола Корпан категорично відкидає тверджен-- 
ня, що хтось з оточення Віктора Ющенка тиснув на 
лікарів. Єдине, що було - зрозумілі в цій ситуації 
емоції, коли доктор Bike організував прес-конфе- 
ренцію без відома хворого, говорить доктор Корпан: 


- доктор Корпан 


"Якого-небудь тиску не було. Були, може, колись 
емоції, але це людські емоції, це зрозуміло. Тому 
що депутати не розуміли, вони питали: "Чому Ви 
організовуєте конференцію, в зв'язку з чим, чому 
Ви у хворого не запитали?" Вони цікавились, але 
це не означало, що вони погрожували". 

В інтерв'ю радіо "Свобода" доктор Корпан 
спростував інформацію Лотара Віке про те, що він 
брав безпосередню участь у лікуванні Віктора 
Ющенка, бо доктор Віке за фахом не мав стосунку 
до хвороби Віктора Ющенка: 

«Колишній головний лікар доктор Bike є радіо- 
логом. Він не був у контакті з хворим. І за своїм 
фахом він не має права бути в контакті з хворим, бо 
розглядає рентгенівські знімки у себе в рентге-- 
нологічному кабінеті. І тому його твердження про 
те, що він безпосередньо брав участь у першому та 
другому обстеженні, де не було підтвердження 
отруєння, є безпідставним та неправдивим". 

Доктор Корпан говорить, що його здивували і 
заяви доктора Віке про те, що йому дзвонив 
невідомий, який назвав себе "другом України" та, 
говорячи англійською мовою із сильним акцентом, 
погрожував йому: 

«Доктор Віке не володіє англійською мовою, тому 
для мене це велика загадка, що він дає інтерв'ю 
англійській газеті "Daily Telegraph" і каже, що хтось 
йому дзвонив і сказав "бережіть себе, тому що ваше 
життя в небезпеці". Це видумки". 

Британський щоденник, який стверджує, що 
чутки про отруєння Віктора Ющенка допомогли 
йому виграти вибори, також повідомляє, що через 
небезпеку життю Лотара Віке він та його родина 
перебувають під цілодобовою охороною австрій- 
ської поліції. 
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Ющенко зустрінеться з 
Мельниченком в США i дасть гарантії 


(Українська правда)- -Президент Віктор Ющенко 
заявляє, що готовий зустрітися з майором Миколою 
Мельниченком під час свого візиту до США та дати 
йому гарантії. 

Про це він заявив 29-го березня на прес-конфе-- 
ренції у Києві. 

"Щодо Мельниченка я не буду заперечувати, якщо 
буде потреба у такій зустрічі. Це питання пере- 
кипіло, його треба приводити до якогось логічного 
кінця", - сказав Ющенко. 

На його думку, на зустрічах, які "сьогодні-завтра 
генеральний прокурор буде проводити в Сполучених 
Штатах, буде і майор Мельниченко". 

"Якщо моя зустріч потрібна, щоб я публічно 
висловив гарантії, які я можу дати як президент цій 
людині, я готовий це зробити. Тільки заради того, 
щоб у цій справі поставити крапку. Не тягти кота за 
хвоста", - заявив Ющенко. 


Він також повідомив, що під час свого візиту він 
має намір виступити перед Конгресом США. Також 
він збирається провести зустрічі "з високим KepiB— 
ництвом держави, президентом, віце-президентом, 
міністром оборони, держсекретарем, багато зус- 
трічей з журналістами, а також заплановані три- 
чотири зустрічі з діловими колами". 

"Безумовно, зустріч з діаспорою, поїздка в Бос- 
тон, де лікується наша героїня. Там начебто все піши- 
ло на поправку. Є ряд політичних проектів, по яких 
хотів провести консультації... Це візит, який повинен 
покласти формування нових якісних стосунків з 
США як стратегічним партнером", - зазначив 
Ющенко. 

Ющенко також поділився враженням, що підго-- 
товка його візиту до США проходить на високому 
рівні, відзначивши увагу з боку американської 
сторони. 


Американці приписали собі успіхи 
помаранчевої революції 


(Українська правда) -Заходи, які здійснювали 
США в Україні під час виборчої кампанії, в основ- 
ному полягали у створенні умов для проведення 
вільних і справедливих президентських виборів. 

Перелік заходів був виданий Держдепартаментом 
у супровідному документі до щорічного звіту про 
стан прав людини у світі. Окремий розділ в доку- 
менті присвячений Україні. 

Серед головних заходів були - - зміцнення верхо- 
венства закону, незалежних мас-медіа, підтримка 
розвитку громадянського суспільства та роботи 
правозахисних організацій. 

Ці заходи здійснювалися дипломатичним шляхом, 
а також підтримкою різних допоміжних програм, 
реалізацію яких Сполучені Штати координували з 
різними донорами та міжнародним співтовариством. 
У документі підкреслюється, що американські дип- 
ломати та інші офіційні особи постійно нагол- 
ошували під час зустрічей з українськими високо- 
посадовцями, включно з президентом Леонідом 
Кучмою, що майбутнє членство України в таких 
євроатлантичних структурах як НАТО залежатиме 
від рівня поваги Києва до демократичних принципів 
та людських прав. 

Згадується також про окремі візити в Україну, які 
протягом останнього року здійснили колишні та 
нинішні американські посадовці та про критику, 
висловлену після другого туру президентських 
виборів спецпредставником президента Буша 


сенатором Річардом Лугаром та держсекретарем 
Коліном Павеллом. 

У документі зазначається, що ця критика була 
важливим фактором у низці подій, які врешті-решт 
спонукали Верховний Суд України визнати оголо-- 
шений результат другого туру виборів недійсним. 

Щоб не допустити порушень людських прав 
українськими силами безпеки, продовжується в 
документі, посольство США в Києві продовжувало 
співпрацювати з українським військовим 
істеблішментом. 

Також зазначається, що хоч торішні події в Україні 
- виключно заслуга українського народу, амери- 
канські заходи на підтримку вільних і справедливих 
виборів, верховенства закону, громадянського cyc— 
пільства та незалежних медіа, безумовно, були пози - 
тивними факторами під час перебігу президентських 
виборів та в рамках кампанії народного опору, яка 
велася у відповідь на намагання влади придушити 
волю народу. 

Підкреслено, що "помаранчева революція", яка 
стала наслідком цієї кампанії опору, врешті-решт 
спромоглася докорінно трансформувати як полі- 
тичний ландшафт, так і медіа-простір в Україні. 

На обкладинці документа, на одному із чотирьох 
фотознімок - зображення Віктора Ющенка, який у 
день своєї інавгурації запускає білого голуба з 
помаранчевим стягом. 

За матеріалами Голосу Америки 


Кучму допитували не як підозрюваного 
Генпрокуратура знає головного свідка i хто довів Кравченка 


(Українська правда)- -Серед 
тих, хто дав свідчення у справі 
Георгія Гонгадзе у Генпрокуратурі, 
жодну людину не допитали як 
підозрюваного у замовленні або 
вбивсті журналіста. 

Про це в ексклюзивному інтер- 
в'ю "5 каналу" повідомив заступ-- 
ник генпрокурора Віктор Шокін, 
23-го березня. 


Він також вважає, що самогуб-- 
ство колишнього міністра BHYT— 
рішніх справ Юрія Кравченка не 
завадить проведенню слідства. 

"А те, що кажуть якісь особи, 
що не буде покарано замовників і 
організаторів - це цілковита Hice— 
нітниця. Їх буде покарано. Я розу-- 
мію, вам хочеться знати, кого i AK. 
Почекайте. Це другий етап". 

Шокін розповів, що коло людей, 


колишнього президента Кучму, 
Віктор Шокін також не сказав. 
Раніше в прес-службі Генпроку-- 
ратури "5 каналу" повідомляли, 
що його допитували як свідка. 

Як відомо, протягом останнього 
місяця Генпрокуратура допитала 
колишнього президента Кучму, 
спікера Литвина, колишнього 
голову СБУ Деркача. 

Саме їх парламентська слідча 
комісія обвинувачує у причетнос-- 
ті до зникнення журналіста, спи-- 
раючись на записи колишнього 
майора держохорони Мельниченка. 


Ківалова посадять у 
в'язницю за фальсифікації 


(Українська правда)- -Генпрокуратура готується пред'явити 
обвинувачення у фальсифікації результатів другого туру 
президентських виборів щонайменше двом членам тодішньої ЦВК. 
Як повідомив в інтерв'ю телеканалу "5 канал" заступник генпрокурора 
Віктор Шокін, 23-го березня це може відбутися вже упродовж 


"По цій справі допитані усі члени ЦВК. І вже не один раз. І будуть 


"Я не хочу забігати наперед, але я думаю, що у зв'язку з тим, що 
Сергій Васильйович був головою ЦВК, то він буде відповідати за свої 
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дії", - сказав Шокін. 

За джерелами "5-го каналу", у списку можливих кандидатів на 
притягнення до відповідальності немає прізвищ Руслана Князевича 
та Андрія Магери. 
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Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group elects new executive 


(UkrNews)—Approximately 40 Members of Parlia- 
ment and Senators from all parties gathered in Ottawa 
on March 22 to elect a new Executive for the Canada- 
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. This unprec- 
edented number elected Borys Wrzesnewskyj, MP 
(Etobicoke Centre) Chair of the Group. 

In a press release issued by his office two days later, 
Wrzesnewskyj noted that: 

“Tt is encouraging to see approximately forty parlia- 
mentarians from all parties, representing all regions of 
the country, joining together in the interest of promot- 
ing relations between Canada and Ukraine. Canada has 
long enjoyed a ‘special relationship’ with Ukraine based 
on the hundreds of thousands of family ties between 
our two countries. The goodwill of our relationship was 
further strengthened with Canada’s strong support of 
the “Orange Revolution’ elections in Ukraine through 
a number of unanimously supported parliamentary 
motions and through our Canada Corps project. With 
this revived Parliamentary Friendship Group, we have 
yet another vehicle to evolve our ‘special relationship’ 
into a ‘strategic relationship’.” 

Wrzesnewskyj stressed that he is looking forward to 
working closely with Members of the new Executive, 
and that his personal relationships with Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Victor Yushchenko and Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko will help Canada foster stronger ties with 
Ukraine. 

The new Executive of the Canada-Ukraine Parlia- 
mentary Friendship Group includes: Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, MP (Lib) - Chair; Walt Lastewka, MP 
(Lib) - Vice Chair (Government); Inky Mark, MP (Con) 
- Vice Chair (Opposition); Sen. Raynell Andreychuk 
(Con) - Vice Chair (Senate); Sen. Consiglio Di Nino 
(Con) - Treasurer; Eleni Bakopanos, MP (Lib) - Secre- 
tary; Directors: Sen. Jerry Grafstein (Lib), Judy 


Wasylycia-Leis, MP (NDP), Bernard Bigras, MP 
(Bloc), Peter Goldring, MP (Con), Joy Smith, MP 
(Con), David Kilgour, PC, MP (Lib). 

Wrzesnewskyj concluded by saying that he intends 
on being a pro-active Chair and will convene a meeting 
of the Group for early April to set an aggressive agenda 
for advancing relations between Canada and Ukraine. 

Members of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group include: Jean Augustine, P.C., M.P. 
(Lib); Navdeep Singh Bains, M.P. (Lib); Eleni 
Bakopanos, P.C., M.P. (Lib); Bernard Bigras, M.P. 
(BQ); Ken Boshcoff, M.P. (Lib); Garry W. Breitkreuz, 
M.P. (CPC); David Christopherson, M.P. (NDP); Ruby 
Dhalla, M.P. (Lib); Peter Goldring, M.P. (CPC); Mark 
Holland, M.P. (Lib); Marlene Jennings, P.C., M.P. (Lib) 
Wajid Khan, M.P. (Lib) David Kilgour, P.C., M.P. (Lib); 
Ed Komarnicki, M.P. (CPC); Walt Lastewka, P.C., M.P. 
(Lib); Jack Layton, M.P. (NDP); Dominic LeBlanc, 
P.C., М.Р. (Lib); Judi Longfield, P.C., M.P. (Lib); John 
Maloney, M.P. (Lib); Richard Marceau, M.P. (BQ); Inky 
Mark, М.Р. (CPC); Dr. Keith P. Martin, РС., М.Р. (Lib); 
John McKay, Р.С., M.P. (Lib); Maria Minna, P.C., М.Р. 
(Lib); Lynn Myers, М.Р. (Lib) Massimo Pacetti, M.P. 
(Lib) Anthony Rota, M.P. (Lib); Mario Silva, M.P. 
(Lib); Scott Simms, М.Р. (Lib); David Smith, М.Р. 
(Lib); Joy Ann Smith, M.P. (CPC); Lloyd St. Amand, 
M.P. (Lib); Paul Daniel Steckle, M.P. (Lib); Caroline 
St-Hilaire, M.P. (BQ); Peter Arend Stoffer, M.P. (NDP); 
Andrew Telegdi, P.C., M.P. (Lib); Lui Temelkovski, 
M.P. (Lib); Vic Toews, M.P. (CPC); Roger Valley, M.P. 
(Lib); Mark Warawa, M.P. (CPC); Judy Wasylycia-Leis, 
M.P. (NDP); Borys Wrzesnewskyj, M.P. (Lib); Sen. 
Raynell Andreychuk (CPC); Sen. Consiglio Di Nino 
(CPC); Sen. Jerahmiel S. (Jerry) Grafstein (Lib); Sen. 
Lorna Ann Milne (Lib); Sen. David Paul Smith, P.C. 
(Lib) and Sen. Terrance Richard Stratton (CPC). 


Multiculturalism Ministry in no position to 
restore heritage language funding, minister says 


(UkrNews)—The Department of Multiculturalism is 
not in the position to restore funding to heritage lan- 
guages,” says the new Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism. 

Answering a question from Ukrainian News during 
a press conference held with representatives of the 
ethnocultural media in Edmonton, March 17, Raymond 
Chan said language retention should not be limited to 
the Ministry of Multiculturalism, but should be the re- 
sponsibility of the Department of Canadians Heritage. 

Nevertheless, he pledged to lobby for the return of 
funding for heritage language programs with that de- 
partment. 

ЗТ will raise this (in cabinet) and I am going to bring 
this up with the minister of heritage,” he said. 

Heritage language retention was part of the Depart- 
ment of Multiculturalism’s mandate until the late 1980s 
when the focus was changed to concentrate on racial 
relations. 

Chan also said that all federal departments should 
reflect Canada’s diversity. 

“If indeed Canada is multicultural than all the other 
government departments should have multiculturalism 
in their minds when they design the programs,” he said. 

Chan noted that multiculturalism is not a divisive 
force in Canada, but rather a cohesive one. 

“The one thing that keeps us together are the funda- 
mental principles that we all share. What do we have 
in common in all these cultures that we have in Canada” 
We all believe in equality, the Charter. These are com- 
mon values.” 


Chan was also asked by Ukrainian News to respond 
to concerns that the bureaucracy may try to take con- 
trol of the $25 million allocated for redress projects in 
the recent budget (See Ukrainian News, March 2-15, 
2005) away from the ethnocultural community groups 
involved. 

He agreed to answer the question only “off the 
record”. 

Before going “off the record”, Chan admitted that 
the same concern had been raised during his meeting 
with representatives of the Ukrainian community ear- 
lier that day. 


a 


Raymond Chan 


Ukrainian redress bill passes major hurdle 


Cont. fromP.1 
communities and the government’s 1994 policy on this 
issue.” 
“Bill C-331 looks to the past for a solution. As a gov- 
ernment we are looking to the future for all Canadians.” 
Bezan, whose grandparents emigrated from 
Bukovyna, said their community was untouched dur- 
ing World War I, and that his father told him he was not 
aware of what had happened until he was a young man. 
“The great thing about history is that we can always 
learn from it. We can look at our past and learn about 
some of the shortfalls that have happened and about the 
mistakes that we have made to ensure that we put in 
place the proper corrective measures, so that we never 
do it again. This is a great chance for us to do that. The 
bill creates the initiative to ensure that we do it,” he said. 
St. Amand noted that “the Ukrainian community has 
helped to shape the strong multicultural society we are 
today.” 
“T and all members of Parliament honour the contri- 


bution that individuals of Ukrainian descent have made 
in the building of Canada. I recognize that this contri- 
bution was made even in the face of dark moments and 
great hardship. We need to find an acceptable way to 
highlight and educate Canadians about this valuable 
contribution.” 

Mark, who closed the debate, said he met with the 
secretary of state to the minister responsible for 
multiculturalism and his staff and the legislative assis- 
tant for the minister of heritage “to talk about how we 
can all help to get the bill through the House.“ 

“My position has been that too many of us for too long 
have waited. We need to work together to ensure that the 
bill gets through the House. That is why I encourage the 
members of the Liberal Party to vote for the bill when 
we return after the break, the first week of April. 

“My intent is to ensure that the bill will be stream- 
lined so it will be acceptable to all members of the 
House. We all have big hearts and we need to deal with 
the issue today, not tomorrow.” 


Yushchenko to address 
US Congress 


(Ukrinform/Action Ukraine Report/UkrNews)—President Viktor 
Yushchenko has been invited to deliver a speech at a joint session of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of the US Congress during his 
visit to the USA in early April, the Ukrainian service of the Voice of America 
reports. 

Among other leaders who had an honor to make a speech at the Con- 
gress were Lech Walesa, Vaclav Havel, Nelson Mandela and Boris Yeltsin. 

The first official visit by the Ukrainian President to the US will start on 
April 4 and last until April 7. According to the White House press service, 
George Bush expects to hear from the Ukrainian President about his ef- 
forts to conduct reforms in Ukraine, Ukraine’s integration to the world 
economy and combating corruption. 

The two Presidents are supposed to discuss the nations’ strategic coop- 
eration in different domains. 

The highest meeting will also touch on the Ukrainian peacekeeping 
contingent’s presence in Iraq. 

The visit is expected to result in a bipartite document, which would 
outline prospects for bilateral relations. 

During the visit, Yushchenko is also scheduled to deliver speeches at 
Georgetown University in Washington DC, Harvard University in Cam- 
bridge, the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations, attend an Orange Revo- 
lution Rally at the Shevchenko Monument in Washington and a banquet 
in his honour, also in Washington. 

His wife, Kateryna Chumachenko, meanwhile, is scheduled to address 
the University of Chicago, her native city. 
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St. Josaphat’s 
SADOCHOK 
Садочок 
св. Йосафата 


St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Sadochok is now 
accepting applications for a 


Full Time Teacher Aide 
for September 2005. 


For more information contact Laura Shewchuk 
President @ (780) 454-0622 
or email playschool@sadochok.com 


Please submit Resume by April 29, 2005 
through email or directly to: 


St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Sadochok 
Attention: President 
C/O St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Cathedral 
10825 - 97 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5H 2M4 
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Червоненку пропонували 
хабар у З мільйони дол. 


(Українська правда)- -Міністру транспорту i зв'язку Євгену 
Червоненкові пропонували хабар у 3 мільйони доларів за посаду 
начальника одеського порту. 

Про це 22-го березня розповів сам Червоненко, представляючи 
нового керівника морського порту в Одесі, повідомляє "5 канал". 

За словами Червоненка, на посаду керівника морського підприємства 
із чистим річним прибутком понад 30 мільйонів доларів було дуже 
багато охочих. 

"Найбільш непорядні стали дуже помаранчевими 1 з валізами грошей 
рвуться в коридори влади до посад. Я з жалем повинен відзначити, що 
певні керівники пропонували нам до трьох мільйонів доларів! Більше 
поки за це місце не пропонували... Не вдалося одягти наручники, але 
нічого страшного", - зазначив міністр. 

Однак начальником порту призначено народного депутата від НДП 
Миколу Павлюка, який вже до цього 17 років очолював цей порт. 

Тим часом голова Комітету Верховної Ради з питань боротьби з 
оргзлочинністю та корупцією Володимир Стретович вважає за 
необхідне ухвалити в новій редакції Закон "Про боротьбу з корупцією". 
Про це він заявив на прес-конференції у вівторок, повідомляє 
Лігабізнесінформ. 

За його словами, цей Закон має звузити поле для корупції 1 
розширити коло дій чиновників, на котрі буде поширюватися Закон. 

Оцінюючи на прохання журналістів антикорупційну діяльність нової 
влади, Стретович відзначив, що політичної волі влади недостатньо для 
боротьби з корупцією. 

"Нова влада допускає деякі персональні помилки під час формування 
органів, які зобов'язані боротися з корупцією", - сказав Стретович. 
Крім того, він відзначив, що влада "не згадує" про реформування 
судової системи. 

У той же час Стретович позитивно оцінив зусилля Міністерства 
внутрішніх справ щодо очищення відомства від працівників, які 
заплямували свою репутацію. 

Відповідаючи на питання журналістів, чи не скоротилася кількість 
корупційних дій при нинішній владі, Стретович відзначив: "НІ. НІ іні. 
Корупції менше не стало... Ставки хабарів ростуть у зв'язку зі збіль- 
шенням ризиків". При цьому він додав, що періоди революцій є 


сприятливими для збільшення рівня корупції. 


Тільки Аеросвіт Українські Авіалінії пропонує 


| о безпосадкові рейси літаками Boeing 767 
КИЇВ, КИЇВ - ТОРОНТО 


ТОРОНТО 


А також через Київ: Львів, Івано-Франківськ, Одеса, 
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B Ізраїлі намагаються 
протидіяти торгівлі українками 


Вольф Москович, Радіо Свобода 

Звістка про затримання в Україні двох ізраїльсь- 
ких злочинців, засуджених в Ізраїлі за торгівлю 
жінками, яких вони примушували займатися прос- 
титуцією, була із задоволенням зустрінута в Ізраїлі. 

В коментарях на цю тему в ізраїльській пресі під- 
креслюється, що необхідною умовою протидії тор- 
гівлі живим товаром є більш тісна співпраця між 
правоохоронними органами України та Ізраїлю. 

23-го березня спікеру ізраїльського парламенту 
Реувену Рівліну був представлений звіт спеціальної 
парламентської комісії у справі боротьби з торгів- 
лею жінками. Згідно звіту капітал індустрії неле- 
гальної підпільної торгівлі живим товаром в Ізраїлі, 
в якій експлуатується 10,000 жінок, оцінюється у 
мільярд доларів. 

Щорічно в Ізраїль кримінальні структури завозять 
від З до 5 тисяч жінок, яких продають у рабство у 
борделі. Серед країн, з яких привозять рабинь, на 
першому місці стоїть Україна. 

Ізраїльська поліція останніми роками робить чи-- 
малі зусилля у боротьбі з работоргівлею. У ході cuc— 
тематичних облав на доми розпусти арештовуються 
як самі жінки, що вимушені там працювати, так і 
сутенери. 


власників борделів, процесів, де ці жінки виступають 
свідками, повертають на Батьківщину. Існує проце-- 
дура для захисту таких свідків, які в більшості ви- 
падків He бажають покидати Ізраїль і зостаються тут. 

Визнаючи ефективність боротьби Ізраїлю з цим 
видом кримінальної злочинності, США викреслили 
Ізраїль з переліку держав, які порушують гумані- 
тарні норми у справі порушень торгівлі жінками. 

І все ж таки парламентська комісія вважає, що 
заходи Ізраїлю у цьому напрямку все ще недостатні. 
Тут із великим задоволенням сприйняли повідом-- 
лення про затримання у Львові та Києві двох зло- 
чинців, громадян Ізраїлю, Володимира Володар-- 
ського та Богдана Канівського, яких Ізраїльський 
суд покарав заочно на довгі строки ув'язнення за 
торгівлю українськими жінками. 

Їх обвинуватили у злочинному перемитництві та 
примушуванні до проституції 35 українських жінок, 
Злочинцям вдалося втекти до України, де вони 
продовжували займатися своїми аферами. I ось 
тепер довга рука правосуддя настигла їх. 

На думку місцевих експертів арешт в Україні цих 
двох злочинців виявило тільки верхівку айсбергу 
кримінального бізнесу торгівлі українськими жін- 


Частину жінок після судових процесів проти ками в Ізраїлі. 


У Кремлі Україною буде займатися 
нова людина 1 структура 


Віталій Портников, 
Радіо Свобода 
У Кремлі відбулися кадрові та 


організаційні зміни, які безпосе- 
редньо стосуються України. Вла-- 
дімір Путін вирішив, хто керува- 
тиме нещодавно створеним уп- 
равлінням Адміністрації прези- 
дента Росії з питань міжрегіо- 
нальних і культурних відносин із 
закордоном. Це управління від- 
повідатиме за стосунки з держа- 
вами, які виникли на просторі 
колишнього Радянського Союзу. 
Керівником нової структури став 
відомий російський політтехнолог 
Модест Колеров. 

_ Створення президентом РФ 
Управління з міжрегіональних i 
культурних відносин 13 закор- 
доном спостерігачі в російській 
столиці вважають відповіддю 
Адміністрації президента на 
нещодавні події в Грузії i Україні, 
насамперед на Помаранчеву 
революцію. 

Російські спостерігачі назива- 
ють Модеста Колерова контр- 
революціонером, який має повер-- 
нути РФ позиції, втрачені в рез- 
ультаті приходу до влади в Україні 
команди Віктора Ющенка. 

Як підкреслюють спостерігачі, 
нове управління буде мати досить 
серйозні можливості. На сайті 


і 5 і ; президента Росії перед призначен-- 
панерополь, Донецьк, Дніпропетровськ, Харків, р го зна нини 
Запоріжжя, Луганськ, Чернівці, Ужгород, Москва, відка про діяльність управління, в 


Санкт-Петербург, Мінськ, Кишинів, Рига, Баку, Ташкент, 
Тель-Авів, Пекін, 
Дубаї, Афіни, Софія, Белград, Бангкок, Каїр, Стамбул 


Алма-Ата, Ашхабад, Тбілісі, Делі, 


AeroCsir 


УКРАЇНСЬКІ АВІАЛІНІЇ 


Ж AeroSvit 


якій зазначається, що полем його 
діяльності будуть незалежні дер-- 
жави, які створені на території 
колишнього Радянського Союзу, а 
звітувати Модест Колеров буде 
безпосередньо перед керівником 
Адміністрації президента Росії 
Дмітрієм Медведєвим. Саме 
Медведєва спостерігачі в росій- 
ській столиці називали куратором 
проекту допомоги на українських 
виборах колишньому прем'єр- 
міністру Віктору Януковичу. 

Як наголошують у Москві, Mo— 
деста Колерова можна назвати 
близьким соратником іншого Bi— 


UKRAINIAN AIRLINES 
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домого російського політтехно-- 


лога Глеба Павловського. Разом із 
Павловським пан Колеров очолює 
так званий проектний комітет, що 
об'єднує російських політологів і 
політтехнологів. Павловський 
називає свого колегу людиною 
ліберальних, антифашистських i 
контрреволюційних поглядів. 

Варто нагадати певні цитати з 
написаного Модестом Колеровим. 
"Смута в Україні буде мати тяжкі 
наслідки для РФ. Росія протис- 
тавляє Віктору Ющенко i західній 
допомозі максимальний політич-- 
ний ресурс - особисту участь 
Владіміра Путіна у долі україн-- 
ських виборів. Боротьба 3a націо-- 
нальні інтереси - це війна, у якій 
сьогодні ще далеко до перемож-- 
ного 1945 року. Ми поки що у 
грізному 1941 році". Модест Ко- 
лєров, листопад 2004 року. 

"Досить екзотичне розташу-- 
вання Криму у складі України 
накладає серйозний відбиток на 
будь-які визнання нерухомості 
кордонів. У Криму пересікаються 
стратегічні інтереси Росії i Ук- 
раїни. Не варто тішити себе наді-- 
єю, що час вилікує цю хворобу. 
Питання має ставитись про 
особливий статус Криму стосовно 
Росії". "Незавісімая газета", лю- 
тий 1992 року. 

"Гіпотетичний перехід влади в 
Україні i в Білорусії в руки про-- 
американських націоналістів є He— 
безпечним". Листопад 1992 року. 

І не тільки про Україну: "Оку- 
пація Прибалтики не є вигідна для 
Росії, однак якщо раптом, якщо 
буде вигідною, то жодних фор- 
мальних проблем для цього не 
існує". "Російський журнал", 20 
березня 2003 року. 

Ось такими є погляди чинов-- 
ника російської адміністрації, 
відомого політтехнолога Модеста 
Колерова, котрий як керівник уп-- 
равління з міжрегіональних і 
культурних відносин із закор- 
доном буде займатися Україною. 


1.416.961.5948 


або звертайтесь у Вашу агенцію 


Новинка! Тепер у Вас є можливість замовити ї оформити 
білет на нашій веб-сторінці 


www.aerosvit.com 


Ющенко зробить 3 "Укрінформа" 
сучасне агентство 


(Українська правда)- Президент доручив Кабінету Міністрів 
реформувати Українське національне інформаційне агентство 
"Укрінформ", створивши з нього сучасну інформаційну структуру. 
Про це в понеділок повідомляє прес-служба президента. Зокрема, 
планується розвинути творчий потенціал агентства та його технічні 
можливості, забезпечивши при цьому соціальний захист працівників. 
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Russia’s Black Sea | Cleaning up Ukraine 
Fleet causes incident 


in Ukraine 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On March 23- 
24, a Russian naval landing force held for ap- 
proximately 24 hours a beachhead near 
Feodosia on Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula, as 
part of a military exercise not authorized by 
Ukraine. 

At 6am on March 23, a Russian marine in- 
fantry unit based in Temryuk, Krasnodar Krai, 
Russia, landed 142 men and 28 vehicles 
(mainly APCs) ashore near Feodosia. The am- 
phibious assault ship Nikolai Filchenkov of 
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet based in Sevastopol, 
Ukraine, had picked up the landing unit in 
Novorossiysk, Russia, from where it had 
reached the Ukrainian coast during the night. 
The Russian ship notified the Ukrainian au- 
thorities when it crossed into Ukraine’s terri- 
torial waters, but it did not provide the re- 
quired information about its purpose, person- 
nel, and cargo aboard. Upon landing, the ma- 
rine infantry unit began setting up a training 
ground for an annual large-scale landing ex- 
ercise, without pre-notification to Ukraine, 
much less permission from it as required. This 
exercise is usually held in April by prior ar- 
rangement. 

Ukraine strongly protested the move. On 


Channel 5 goes all-news 
(RFE/RL)—Channel 5, whose positive cov- 
erage of the opposition played a key role in 
the Orange Revolution, relaunched itself on 
March 14 as an all-news outlet, the English- 
language “Kyiv Post” newspaper reported on 
March 17. Previously, Channel 5 provided 
hourly news coverage mixed with music vid- 
eos, movies, and travel and entertainment fea- 
tures. The channel is going to hire up to 100 
more journalists, cameramen, and technical 
personnel to deal with the new format. Chan- 
nel 5 is co-owned by Petro Poroshenko, who 
is secretary of the National Security and De- 
fense Council. 


Rada cuts army 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 
17 voted overwhelmingly to support a presi- 
dential bill reducing Ukraine’s Armed Forces 
by 40,000 people to 245,000 people (180,000 
servicemen and 65,000 civilians) by the end 
of 2005, UNIAN reported. The bill also cuts 
the term of compulsory military service to 18 
months in the Navy and 12 months in the land 
forces. 


Yushchenko upbeat on health 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko told 
journalists in Kyiv on March 16 that doctors 
found ways to evacuate dioxin from his or- 
ganism two months ago, Interfax reported. 
“Now I have to undergo examination only 
once every three to four weeks to establish 
the degree of dioxin evacuation,” he added. 
Yushchenko said his doctors believe that his 
recuperation rate is “great.” “I’ve already 
started to go in for sports [and] swimming,” 
he said. Yushchenko was diagnosed with di- 
oxin poisoning in December. 


Yushchenko seeks coalition 
(RFE/RL)—President Yushchenko told 
Interfax on March 17 that he expects the 2006 
parliamentary elections to produce an alliance 
of “two political forces that will obtain con- 
trol over parliament and a majority of local 
power bodies.” Yushchenko did not name 
these forces. Speaking at the constituent con- 
gress of the pro-presidential Our Ukraine 
People’s Union (NSNU) party earlier this 
month, Yushchenko called for a parliamen- 
tary election coalition of the NSNU, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc, and the People’s Party. 


March 24 at dawn, the Russian ship and the 


marine infantry unit left Ukrainian territory 
to return to Novorossiysk. 

Explanatory press releases by the Russian 
Navy’s Main Headquarters in Moscow and 
the Russian Black Sea Fleet command in 
Sevastopol stated, “The incident occurred be- 
cause of uncoordinated actions by the Ukrai- 
nian authorities and the BSF command”; and, 
“Tt turned out that Ukrainian ‘border guards 
had no information about the ship’s arrival”. 
The euphemistic language sought to disguise 
the failure to request Ukraine’s permission for 
the landing. 

The Russian side may well have known that 
the landing of this unit was unlawful under 
the terms of the 1997 agreement on the legal 
status and conditions of stationing of the Rus- 
sian Black Sea Fleet on the territory of 
Ukraine, as well as the accompanying agree- 
ment on the Russian Fleet’s use of training 
grounds on Ukraine’s territory. It also 
breached the Ukrainian law on the procedures 
regarding access of foreign military units on 
Ukraine’s territory. 

Under those bilateral agreements, only 
Russian Black Sea Fleet forces that are based 
in Ukraine’s Crimea have a right to use cer- 
tain training grounds leased by Russia in 
Crimea. The Russian Black Sea Fleet forces 
that are based in Russia, however, may not 
land on Ukraine’s territory without permis- 
sion. Only Ukraine’s parliament — not the 
Defense Ministry, Navy, or border guard — 
can issue such permission. Ukraine’s Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs reminded the Russian 
side of those stipulations in a protest note. 

President Viktor Yushchenko termed the 
incident “a breach of the treaty,” but not a de- 
liberate provocation. He blamed it on “rou- 
tine blundering” by a Russian military that 
“simply got used to landing wherever they 
want to, without understanding the meaning 
of the treaty and responsibility for violating 
it.” Yushchenko announced that Ukraine 
would conduct a review of the Russian fleet’s 
activities in recent years, and check that record 
against the terms of the 1997 agreements: 
“There are many problems in this area,” he 
noted. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Borys Tarasyuk, 
Defense Minister Anatoly Hrytsenko, and 
National Security and Defense Council Sec- 
retary Petro Poroshenko all raised the ques- 
tion publicly whether the incident stemmed 
from Russian military negligence and igno- 
rance of legal obligations, or a “deliberate test 
of our firmness” (Hrytsenko), “an act of 
provocation for which those responsible 
should be punished” (Poroshenko). Tarasyuk 
recalled that similar incidents had occurred 
in the past, and that Ukraine had always in- 
sisted in accordance with existing agreements 
that the Russian Black Séa Fleet’s land forces 
based in Russia not use Ukraine’s territory for 
exercising. Tarasyuk now called for signing 
an agreement that would ban any operations 
by Crimea-based Russian Fleet forces outside 
their base areas. 

Security Service chief Oleksandr 
Turchynov concluded, “The Russian fleet’s 
stationing on Ukrainian territory is not in 
Ukraine’s national interest and does not as- 
sist the country’s security... They will act as 
brazenly as we permit them to act”. 

The 1997 agreements on the stationing of 
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet in Ukraine run 
through 2017. At present, no Ukrainian offi- 
cial calls outright for revising the agreements 
or abridging the duration of their validity. 
However, should incidents such as this recur, 
many in Ukraine could become less tolerant 
of the Russian fleet’s presence, and could de- 
mand additional legal safeguards to restrain 
arbitrary actions and uphold Ukrainian sov- 
ereignty. 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko’s 
point men in the promised battle against crime 
and corruption in the administration of former 
President Leonid Kuchma have switched into 
high gear. On March 16, investigations were 
opened in a number of cases that could result 
in the arrests of many of Kuchma’s top man- 
agers. 

On March 16, Interfax reported that Prime 
Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko revealed a list 
of state-owned companies that will be “thor- 
oughly investigated for gray schemes.” First 
on the list is Naftohaz Ukrayiny and three of 
its subsidiary companies. Naftohaz has long 
been suspected of engaging in dubious gas 
transportation schemes from Turkmenistan, 
which resulted in huge losses for the Ukrai- 
nian economy. In early March, Yuriy Boyko, 
appointed by Kuchma to head the state oil and 
gas monopoly, was fired and replaced by 
Oleksiy Ivchenko, a member of parliament. 
The investigations will be conducted by the 
Interior Ministry and the Security Service 
(SBU), along with investigators from the state 
Tax Administration. 

Tymoshenko also named UkrSpetzExport, 
the state arms sales company. UkrSpetzExport 
has been accused of selling the Kolchuga ra- 
dar system to Iraq on Kuchma’s instructions 
and of selling cruise missiles to Iran. On 
March 18, Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav 
Piskun admitted the cruise missiles had, in 
fact, been sold to China and Iran — but with- 
out nuclear warheads. 

The Prosecutor-General’s Office an- 
nounced on March 18 that it had questioned a 
number of former high officials in the 
Kuchma administration, including Leonid 
Derkach, the former head of the SBU, who is 
suspected of complicity in the murder of jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze in 2000 and in a 
range of offenses, from unauthorized wiretaps 
of members of parliament to illegal arms sales. 
Also brought in for questioning was Viktor 
Medvedchuk, the former head of Kuchma’s 
administration, and Viktor Kivalov, the former 
head of the Central Electoral Commission. 
According to the Ukrainian Service of RFE/ 
RL, both men are suspected of complicity in 
Tigging the second round of presidential elec- 
tions in 2004. Volodymyr Lytvyn, the speaker 
of parliament, was also questioned in conjunc- 
tion with the Gongadze case, in which he is 
suspected of complicity in kidnapping. 

Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko announced 
on March 16 that an arrest warrant has been 
issued for Russian businessman Maksim 
Kurochkin on charges of complicity in a mas- 
sive scheme to defraud the state, the Ukrai- 
nian Service of RFE/RL reported. The case 
concerns the illegal transfer from state own- 
ership of a number of properties by Thor 
Bakay, the former head of Naftohaz, who, in 
his role as head of Kuchma’s presidential 
property office, is alleged to have illegally 
transferred millions of dollars worth of prop- 
erty to Kurochkin prior to the election cam- 
paign of 2004. Kurochkin was the deputy head 


of the so-called Russian Club in Kyiv, estab- 
lished by Russian political consultant Gleb 
Pavlovskii, which lobbied on behalf of former 
prime minister and presidential candidate 
Viktor Yanukovych. Kurochkin, according to 
Lutsenko, is also wanted on unspecified crimi- 
nal charges. Sources in Kyiv believe these 
might be related to Yushchenko’s dioxin poi- 
soning. On March 17, Kurochkin denied these 
charges and called them “politically moti- 
vated.” Pavlovskii also has been accused of 
plotting the poisoning but also denies any in- 
volvement. 

Thor Bakay, who was under investigation 
in the past for a variety of offenses, among 
them defrauding the Russian gas company 
Itera of millions of dollars and of using 
Naftohaz funds to help pay for Kuchma’s 
1999 election campaign, is said to have fled 
to Russia. The earlier investigation was 
headed by then Prosecutor-General 
Svyatoslav Piskun who at the time never com- 
pleted his investigation of Bakay. 

On March 15, the Gongadze case picked up 

‘momentum, and the head of the SBU, 
Oleksander Turchynov, announced that 
Kuchma might be prosecuted. Turchynov also 
stated that Mykola Melnychenko — one of 
Kuchma’s former bodyguards who said he 
made secret tapes implicating Kuchma in 
Gongadze’s murder — has been given assur- 
ances of his personal safety by President 
Viktor Yushchenko when he returns to Ukraine 
to testify in the case, but that he first has to 
turn over to the government all of his record- 
ings, as well as the devices used to record the 
conversations. After these are authenticated, 
they will be introduced as evidence. 

Viktor Pynzenyk, the minister of finance, 
announced on March 15 that Yanukovych’s 
former government must say how it spent $3.2 
billion, which remains unaccounted for from 
last year’s budget. The funds missing include 
money earmarked for the construction of a 
new bridge over the Dnipro River, the con- 
struction of a new highway from Kyiv to 
Odesa, апа a line of credit to the Pivdenmash 
enterprise in Dnipropetrovsk. 

A new investigation by the Interior Minis- 
try has shown that former Railways Minister 
Heorhiy Kirpa might have been responsible 
for embezzling tens of millions of dollars ear- 
marked for the new bridge, construction on 
which stopped months ago. Kirpa, who com- 
mitted suicide after the election, is believed 
to have funneled ministry money to the 
Yanukovych campaign. 

As these events were unfolding, Kuchma 
gave an interview on March 16 to the Rus- 
sian newspaper " Угетуа novostei,” in which 
he again claimed that the Melnychenko tapes 
are fake and were part of a plot to depose him. 
He criticized the government for dropping 
charges against Melnychenko in return for his 
cooperation in the investigation. Kuchma 
gave a somewhat contradictory explanation 
when he stated that, “[Melnychenko] commit- 
ted an illegal act by taping the office, and he 
should be held responsible for this.” 


Yushchenko approves 
detailed Iraq withdrawal plan 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor 
Yushchenko signed a detailed plan for com- 
plete withdrawal of Ukrainian troops from 
Iraq this year, while in the meantime refocus- 
ing the troops on training Iraqi security forces. 

The plan does not have a particular dead- 
line for removing the troops, allowing some 
Ukrainian forces to stay in Iraq until after the 
general election there at the end of the year. 

“After consultations with our coalition part- 
ners, the term for staying of peacekeeping 
troops will be linked to the election and trans- 
fer of power,” Petro Poroshenko, the top se- 
curity advisor to Yushchenko, said March 22. 

The final plan is a remarkable change to 
the original draft approved by then-President 
Leonid Kuchma that had called for complete 
removal of the troops before June 30. 

Three weeks ago, Yushchenko suggested 
the troops may be completely pulled out by 
Oct. 15. 


Ukraine has 1,600 troops in Iraq, one of the 
largest contingents of foreign troops in the 
U.S.-led coalition. 

The first group of 150 Ukrainian peace- 
keepers has already been airlifted from Iraq 
to Ukraine, while another 550 are supposed 
to be pulled out before May 15. 

The move to start withdrawing the troops 
comes as implementation of pre-election 
promises by Yushchenko, who had pledged 
to take the troops home after his election to 
the presidency. 

Poroshenko said that Ukraine will be gradu- 
ally switching its activity in Iraq from mili- 
tary to business and commercial presence, 
including operation in the oil, gas and power 
sectors. 

“Ukrainian companies probably will par- 
ticipate in post-war reconstruction in Iraq, in- 
cluding energy projects,” Poroshenko said. 
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Encouraging signs оп Bill-331 


Though Private Member’s Bills rarely manage to pass in the House of 
Commons, it appears likely that Inky Mark’s Bill-331 on redress for the 
World War I internment of Ukrainian Canadians will actually do so. One 
reason this is so, is because it actually passed Second Reading on March 
24. This means the bill now goes to committee where it may be fine-tuned 
before returning to the House for Third and final reading. After that, it 
becomes law. 

One encouraging fact is that this bill has the support of members from 
all four parties in the House. (Although no member of the NDP spoke on 
the issue during the March 24 debate, candidates for that party overwhelm- 
ingly supported redress in a questionnaire that was distributed by the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association prior to the election, thus their 
support can be assumed to be there.) Particularly noteworthy is that one of 
those eight members who did speak out during the March 24 debate was 
leader of the Official Opposition. 

The internment of Ukrainian Canadians during World War I was a to- 
tally unjustified and discriminatory act and a black mark on Canada’s his- 
tory. It deserves to be acknowledged and made widely known, so that 
such acts, which are in total contradiction to the principles enunciated in 
the Charter of Rights, are never repeated. 

Resolution of the redress issue has long been overdue. The Ukrainian 
community should be pleased that it will now be finally brought to clo- 
sure. 


Friendship Group also welcomed 


Another welcome bit of news coming from Parliament Hill is the re- 
vival of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. 

This group, which has all-partisan support, will be working together in 
order to find ways to enhance Canada-Ukraine relations. 

Without question, this is yet another example of the goodwill created 
by the “Orange Revolution”, not only in Canada, but around the world. 

Quite astonishingly, over 40 parliamentarians responded despite mini- 
mal notification. This group could be strengthened with the addition of a 
number of obvious omissions that are no doubt due to the fact that many 
members themselves may not have been aware of this. 

The CUPFG should look at ways to increase its numbers, because it has 
set itself up with a pro-active and admirable agenda that can only be 
strengthened with more support. 


US visit shows Ukraine’s new importance 


Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko will be making an official visit 
to the United States, April 4-7. That this visit comes so soon after his 
inauguration is a sign of the new importance Ukraine now holds on the 
world stage. 

Not only will Yushchenko meet with US President George Bush and 
other top US officials, he will also address both chambers of the US Con- 
gress — an honour that has been reserved for only a few foreign leaders. 

It is also significant that this invitation has been extended despite the 
fact that Ukraine has begun removing its troops from Iraq. Notably, the 
United States is not making much of this issue, even though it is a sensi- 
tive item for the Bush administration. 

Some in Canada are disappointed that Yushchenko isn’t making a side 
trip to a Canadian city, but that would only dilute the impact of the US 
trip. He has plenty of time to visit Canada in the future. 

In the meantime, he must make the most of an opportunity to further 
awareness of Ukraine at a time it has reached an unprecedented level of 
respect and relevance in the international arena. 
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Ukrainian analysts debate 
Kyrgyzstan events 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The violent revolution in 
Kyrgyzstan was different from the peaceful transfor- 
mations in Serbia, Georgia, and Ukraine. At the same 
time, this fact has not stopped debates in Ukraine.and 
the West over whether further “dominos” are likely to 
fall in the Commonwealth of Independent States. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk con- 
gratulated the Kyrgyz opposition on their “victory”. 
“There is no doubt that it is difficult to imagine such 
processes taking place without a well-organized oppo- 
sition and popular support,” he noted. Comparing 
Kyrgyzstan, Serbia, and Georgia to Ukraine, Tarasyuk 
believes that Ukraine’s revolution was different in that, 
“the protests went on for a long time, they were large- 
scale, and they were not violent.” 

Ukrainian readers of the popular Ukrayinska pravda 
Internet newspaper see Belarus and Russia as the most 
likely sites of the next popular revolutions. Among read- 
ers of the Ukrainian- and Russian-language versions 
of Ukrayinska pravda, 28% and 34%, respectively, 
believe that Belarus is next. 

Channel 5, a TV channel established by the current 
secretary of the National Security and Defense Coun- 
cil, Petro Poroshenko, debated the issue of Belarus on 
March 26. Since the Orange Revolution, Channel 5 has 
dramatically increased its ratings from the 13th most- 
viewed channel to third place. 

Belarus is set to hold its next presidential election in 
October 2006. President Alexander Lukashenka plans 
to run for a third term, after he organized a referendum 
last fall that changed the constitution to permit this. If 
Lukashenka’s plans to create a presidency-for-life do 
not lead to a revolution in Belarus, then likely nothing 
will. 

But is Belarus ripe for revolution? The opposition’s 
talk of putting half a million people on the streets on 
March 25 should be contrasted with the 2,000 who ac- 
tually turned up. Even the anti-Leonid Kuchma pro- 
tests in Ukraine in 2000-2003 attracted rallies of 20,000- 
50,000. 

Channel 5 is pessimistic about whether Belarus will 
fall next. At the same time, the Belarusian opposition 
is seeking to emulate Ukraine’s revolution, and 
Belarusian and Georgian flags were the most conspicu- 
ous non-Ukrainian flags present during the Orange 
Revolution. “The opposition plans to act out the Ukrai- 
nian scenario and put forward a single candidate,” 
Channel 5 explained. 

Nevertheless, the Belarusian regime remains fully 
authoritarian, making it difficult for the opposition to 
organize as a serious threat to Lukashenka. What dis- 
tinguishes all four revolutions — Serbia, Georgia, 
Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan — is that they took place in 
semi-authoritarian regimes that still permitted some 
limited space for the opposition, civil society, and in- 
dependent media. 

If further revolutions can only take place in semi- 
authoritarian regimes in the CIS, it limits the number 
of possibilities to only Moldova, Armenia, and 
Azerbaijan. Graeme Herd, an analyst at the Conflict 
Studies Research Centre, based at Britain’s Defense 
Academy, predicted in a January study that Ukraine’s 
Orange Revolution would increase the likelihood that 
CIS ruling elites would move their regimes towards 
greater authoritarianism, making it unlikely future revo- 
lutions would take place. 

Belarus also lacks a single candidate around which 


the opposition could unite. Currently there are 10 poli- 
ticians who seek to be the united opposition candidate. 
Lukashenka will exploit this division. 

Readers of the Ukrainian and Russian editions of 
Ukrayinska pravda readers believe that Russia could 
succumb to a popular revolution. Ironically, readers of 
the Russian edition were more pessimistic (17%) than 
readers of the Ukrainian edition (24%). Perhaps read- 
ers of the Ukrainian edition were simply engaged in 
wishful thinking? 

Since Vladimir Putin was elected to a second term 
of office in March 2004, Russia has increasingly moved 
towards a fully autocratic system. The opposition is 
finding it more and more difficult to find space for their 
activities, and the pro-Western opposition has been in- 
creasingly marginalized. 

The ability of the opposition to rely on independent 
media outlets proved crucial in the four revolutions to 
date. In Russia the media situation has so dramatically 
deteriorated that opposition and independent journal- 
ists are now moving to Ukraine. Savik Shuster, a con- 
troversial Russian TV host who was hounded out of 
Russia’s МТУ, is set to launch a discussion show on 
Ukrainian television, and observed, “Ukraine today is 
freer than other CIS countries”. 

Shuster predicted that other Russian opposition jour- 
nalists would follow him to Ukraine. Olga Romanova, 
a host on Russia’s Ren ТУ, also predicted that moving 
to Ukraine might be “the only way out”. 

One prominent figure in Russia’s opposition, Boris 
Nemtsov, has been appointed an adviser to Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko. Former Russian prime 
minister Mikhail Kasyanoy, an ally of Nemtsov, is seek- 
ing to become Russia’s answer to Yushchenko and the 
united opposition’s candidate for the 2008 presidential 
elections. That race will be similar to Ukraine’s 2004 
elections in that it will also be a potential succession 
crisis when Putin finishes his second term. 

Ukrainian political commentators agree with 
Ukrayinska pravda readers that Belarus and Russia are 
the next potential CIS dominos. Moldova, Kazakhstan, 
and Uzbekistan are also mentioned. 

Ukrainian pundits have also pointed to various fac- 
tors that assisted earlier revolutions. These include in- 
fringing the rights of small and medium businessmen, 
the role of young people, anti-oligarch sentiments, re- 
action against extensive foreign intervention, and the 
availability of modern communications such as cell 
phones and the Internet. 

The Kyrgyz revolution, following so closely the 
Ukrainian one, has led to another debate in Ukraine 
about the viability of the CIS in its present form. Russia’s 
recent unauthorized military incursion into the Crimea, 
and Russia’s territorial demands on Tuzla Island in 2003 
have only served to accelerate this debate. 

Two groupings are again re-emerging in the CIS, one 
led by Ukraine and Georgia and another by Russia. Dur- 
ing Kuchma’s second term as president of Ukraine 
(1999-2004), Russia gained the upper hand as Kuchma 
lost interest in the GUUAM group (Georgia, Ukraine, 
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Moldova). But, Russia’s posi- 
tion is now becoming increasingly weaker in Eurasia. 

As Tarasyuk told Channel 5 on March 24, the CIS 
does not have a “future in the form in which it cur- 
rently exists.” Yushchenko agrees, and is calling for 
radical reform of the CIS. These reforms are likely to 
weaken Russia’s position in the CIS and Eurasia even 
further. 


Tough clash between two Yushchenko allies 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A tough and ongoing confron- 
tation between two of his biggest allies could poten- 
tially challenge the course of the country’s develop- 
ment, President Viktor Yushchenko admitted March 29. 

Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and National Se- 
curity and Defense Council Secretary Petro Poroshenko 
have been rumored to clash repeatedly over various 
domestic issues, but both have publicly denied any 
standoff. 

These two figures are crucial in defining the country’s 
short-term and strategic policies, and are key elements 
in a system of check-and-balances that had been cre- 
ated by Yushchenko two months ago. 

“Every time I finish a meeting with Yulia 
Volodymyrivna [Tymoshenko] by saying: you should 
give each other a hand,” Yushchenko said at a press 
conference. “Every meeting with Petro Oleksiyovych 
[Poroshenko] I finish by saying: Petro, you’re a man, 
you should be the first to give a hand.” 

“This is not the issue of your interests, this is not the 
issue of my interests, but this is the issue of state inter- 
ests,’ Yushchenko said. 


_ The first clash between Poroshenko and Tymoshenko 
is thought to have appeared after Yushchenko’s move 
to appoint Tymoshenko as the prime minister in early 
February. The prime minister post is likely to have 
sweeping powers later this year after constitutional 
amendments come into force. 

Both, Tymoshenko and Poroshenko have been re- 
ported to be top contenders for the job. 

However, Yushchenko immediately moved to elevate 
an importance and boost authority of the National Se- 
curity and Defense Council, a body that is supposed to 
advise the president on strategic issues. 

The body, which includes figures like Defense Min- 
ister, Foreign Minister, National Bank of Ukraine gov- 
егпог, the Prosecutor General and other officials, is also 
supposed to be supervising the work of the govern- 
ment in order to prevent any chance of corruption, ana- 
lysts said. 

Tymoshenko is thought have been lately complain- 
ing that Poroshenko obtained too much powers as a 
result. 

But Yushchenko defended his new power structure. 
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Putin tries to mend fences іп Ukraine 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)}—On March 19, Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin paid a one-day working visit to Ukraine. 
The event was designed to signal a major improvement in the 
atmosphere of bilateral relations. For Putin, it was both a 
fence-mending move toward Ukraine and an international 
damage-limitation move after his disastrous involvement in 
Ukraine’s presidential election campaign. For Ukraine’s new 
leadership, it was a necessary move to reassure sections of 
the eastern regions’ population that political change in Ukraine 
does not impact adversely on Ukraine-Russia relations. 

The Ukrainian leaders sought to mark a departure from 
former president Leonid Kuchma’s style of meetings with 
Russian presidents. Thus, the visit featured no joint docu- 
ments and no effusive rhetoric. Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko termed Russia a “permanent neighbor” of 
Ukraine, and spoke of a “deepening strategic partnership” in 
his brief matter-of-fact remarks that preceded substantive 
comments on the issues awaiting resolution. 

Putin appeared at least initially under some strain to show 
friendliness. On arrival he quickly extended his right hand 
while moving toward Yushchenko, looking animated and 
gesturing broadly with his left hand — an uncharacteristic 
style for Putin. Later, however, he looked downward while 
speaking, with occasional glances and shrugs toward 
Yushchenko. The Ukrainian president’s body language 
showed dignified restraint. 

Evidently seeking to consign the assassination attempt on 
Yushchenko to oblivion, Putin addressed the Ukrainian presi- 
dent as “dear Viktor Andriyovych” and complimented him 
on the administrative abilities he had shown while prime min- 
ister of Ukraine (from which post Yushchenko had been dis- 
missed at the Kremlin’s behest). Putin ended their joint news 
conference by saying that he had deleted from his prepared 
text a sentence to the effect that “of course we have different 
views on some issues.” Those differences, in fact, are major 
and persistent. 

Putin treated Ukraine’s Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
with special courtesy during their separate meeting and in- 
vited her for a working visit to Moscow. Only a few months 
ago, Kremlin-controlled media were demonizing 
Tymoshenko, and Russia’s Prosecutor-General’s office was 
trying to arrest her through Interpol. 

Putin and Yushchenko decided to abolish the Russia- 
Ukraine intergovernmental cooperation commission and to 
replace it with an interstate Putin- Yushchenko commission, 
to consist of four committees: defense, international coop- 
eration, economic ties, and humanitarian issues. Russia’s and 
Ukraine’s national security councils are to coordinate the ac- 
tivities of these committees. 

Some 20 supporters of defeated presidential candidate 
Viktor Yanukovych picketed Bankova Street with the slogans: 
“Yankees Out,” “Yushchenko Out,” “Putin! Putin!” and 
“Ukraine-Russia Together” — the slogans used by the 
Kremlin’s political technologists in Ukraine’s presidential 
campaign. 

Yushchenko and Tymoshenko made clear that Ukraine has 
opted out of the Russia-initiated project for a Single Eco- 
nomic Space (SES) of Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and 
Kazakhstan. The Ukrainian leaders told Putin that they op- 
posed the SES project’s key elements: creation of suprana- 
tional bodies, of a customs union and a currency union, and 
decision-making procedures that would “infringe on Ukrai- 
nian sovereignty” (an allusion to weighted voting that would 
have given Russia 40% of the votes on any decision). In- 
stead, the Ukrainian leaders urged Putin to consent to the cre- 
ation of a free-trade area, starting with the cancellation of 


Tymoshenko to visit Russia 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko 
says she plans to accept Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
invitation to visit Russia. 

Tymoshenko told Ukrainian (1+1) television March 20 that 
Putin extended the invitation during their meeting in Kyiv on 
March 19. 

The cabinet’s press office confirmed on March 20 that 
Tymoshenko will take up the offer, but said no date had been 
set. 

Putin made a one-day visit to the Ukrainian capital during 
the weekend to meet with Ukraine’s new pro-Western leader- 
ship, a visit intended to ensure that Moscow’s ties with Ukraine 
do not suffer. 

Tymoshenko told the television that her visit to Moscow 
would serve to further deepen the two nations’ relations. 

Last month, Russia’s chief prosecutor said Tymoshenko 
would have immunity from arrest if she travels to Russia de- 
spite a criminal case against her. Russian prosecutors have 
accused Tymoshenko of bribing Russian defense officials, 
and issued an international arrest warrant for her. Tymoshenko 
denied the charges. 


exclusions and restrictions on bilateral trade and deep cuts in 
transport tariffs. Yushchenko and Tymoshenko insisted that 
SES must be redefined as a purely commercial undertaking, 
with no political agendas or superstructures. Yushchenko an- 
nounced that he is appointing Economics Minister Serhiy 
Teryokhin (a market liberal) as presidential representative on 
SES issues (replacing the ancien regime’s first deputy prime 
minister Mykola Azarov). 

Putin acted defensively on this issue and appeared poorly 
briefed. “The SES was not our initiative, it was not a Russian 
initiative,” he insisted, though “it absolutely needs to be imple- 
mented for the good of the economies of Russia and Ukraine, 
Belarus, and Kazakhstan.” As an argument in favor of 
Ukraine’s participation in SES, Putin held up Russia’s eco- 
nomic ties with Belarus as exemplary. Granting that the SES 
tariff committee (the only SES body that seems to have be- 
come operational) is a supranational body, Putin urged Ukraine 
to participate in its work. He also argued that Ukraine’s par- 
ticipation in SES would be compatible with cooperation be- 
tween Ukraine and the European Union. As Russia plans to 
sign an action plan with the EU on forming a common eco- 
nomic space, Putin suggested Ukraine should join Russia in 
SES so that the two countries act together harmonizing their 
legislation with that of the EU. This idea appears to be a lighter 
version of the “Russia and Ukraine together to Europe” slo- 
gan of the past decade. 

Putin remarked with satisfaction that Russian-Ukrainian 
trade turnover in 2004 rose by 40% year-on-year, to a record 
of nearly US$17 billion. Russia’s Ambassador to Ukraine, 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, felt free to exaggerate the turnover to 
$b0 million, and to call for an increase to up to $60 billion, 
without however specifying a timeframe. In their selective 
emphasis on quantitative indicators, Putin and Chernomyrdin 
downplayed the decisive role of record-high prices for Rus- 
sian energy in the turnover increase and the ballooning Ukrai- 
nian deficit. It was left to Yushchenko to point out, “the main 
problem in bilateral relations is Ukraine’s deep and growing 
trade deficit,” a situation that “causes alarm.” The deficit 
increased from $2 billion in 2000 to $6 billion in 2004, at 
annual rate from 36% to 40%. As Yushchenko noted, the only 
way to solve this problem is to create a free-trade area. 

During Putin’s visit, Ukrainian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Borys Tarasyuk called on Russia to adhere to the terms of the 
1992 Dagomys agreement, signed by the presidents, parlia- 
mentary chairmen, and prime ministers of Russia and Ukraine. 
The agreement requires Russia to transfer to Ukraine certain 
Soviet embassy buildings and other Soviet-owned real estate 
abroad, proportionate to Ukraine’s share of the defunct So- 
viet Union’s assets. Moscow never abided by that agreement, 
however. In recent years, Moscow has offered to lease some 
of those buildings to Ukraine —a proposal that Russian Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs Sergei Lavrov repeated during his 
Feb. 21 visit to Kyiv. Meanwhile, the Russian government 
has begun handing some of those deteriorating buildings over 
to various commercial entities. Tarasyuk characterized 
Moscow’s attitude to this issue as unfair and greedy. 

Yuschenko defused speculation (that his predecessor Le- 
onid Kuchma’s administration had generated) regarding the 
possible sale of Ukraine’s gas transit pipeline system to a 
Russian-led consortium. Yuschenko stated, “The existing gas 
transit system remains the property of Ukraine,” while any 
initiatives to build additional capacities would be a matter 
for an international consortium yet to be formed. Putin re- 
sponded defensively: “I would like the Ukrainian public not 
to think that there are some unknown agreements ... No one 
is trying to steal anything.” Again, the Russian president ap- 
peared poorly briefed on a key issue: misunderstanding some 
of Yushchenko’s remarks, Putin stated that Ukraine receives 
85% of its gas in the form of in-kind transit fees from Russia 
(his figure is about quadruple the actual amount) and that 
Ukraine’s state budget also receives 127 billion in monetary 
transit fees from Moscow (he did not specify the currency, 
and the 127 billion are actually the total cubic meters in Rus- 
sian gas pumped through Ukraine’s pipelines). 

Yushchenko proposed that Russia and Ukraine settle all re- 
maining border delimitation issues during 2005. With almost 
no outstanding issues on the land borders, Yushchenko called 
for focusing on delimitation of maritime borders in the Azov 
Sea and Kerch Strait, "апа a small issue in the Black Sea.” He 
urged the Russian side to recognize the division of the Kerch 
Strait in accordance with the administrative border between 
the former Russian FSR and Ukrainian SSR until 1991. (This 
would follow the generally accepted principle of post-Soviet 
border delimitation, and would also continue the observance 
of that division in practice from 1991 to 2003), Russia chal- 
lenged that delimitation in 2003, triggering a dispute that re- 
mains unresolved. Putin replied to Yushchenko during the 
concluding news conference that the Russian side reserves an 
answer pending discussions at the level of experts — an an- 
swer that seems to presage some procrastination. 


Opposition to 
Yushchenko shrinks 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—As Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko prepares to visit Washington, DC his support in 
the Ukrainian parliament grows even stronger. The camp that 
supported the Kuchma regime has shrunk, after several groups 
defected from it to join the factions linked to parliamentary 
chair Volodymyr Lytvyn. The Yushchenko faction, Our 
Ukraine, has consolidated, choosing a liberal ideology based 
on free markets and is starting to shake off its right-wing na- 
tionalist element. The parliamentary opposition to the gov- 
ernment now consists of former prime minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s Regions of Ukraine, former presidential ad- 
ministration chief Viktor Medvedchuk’s Social Democratic 
Party of Ukraine (United) (SDPUo), and the Communists. 

The establishment of Viktor Yushchenko’s new party, the 
People’s Union Our Ukraine, earlier this month has strength- 
ened Yushchenko’s faction in parliament. From a coalition of 
several party groups cemented by Yushchenko’s charisma, it 
has been transformed into an alliance between the People’s 
Union and the moderately conservative People’s Movement 
of Ukraine (PMU). This has been the result of the dissolution 
of three groupings within the faction — the Razom (Together) 
group of former businessmen, the center-left Solidarity, and 
the liberal Our Ukraine (formerly Reforms and Order) — and 
the defection of the right-wing Ukrainian People’s Party 
(UNP). 

Most of Razom’s members have become government min- 
isters, leaving parliament. Solidarity, the party of National 
Security and Defense Council Secretary Petro Poroshenko, 
has merged with the People’s Union. Viktor Pynzenyk’s Our 
Ukraine is about to do the same. And the UNP left the Our 
Ukraine faction for ideological reasons, according to its leader, 
Yuriy Kostenko. The UNP, he explained in recent interviews, 
is a right-wing nationalist party, but the People’s Union is a 
liberal formation, which makes a merger impossible. Kostenko 
pledged that his party would continue to back the Yushchenko 
government. At the same time, the UNP may remain outside 
Yushchenko’s coalition in the 2006 parliamentary elections. 
Kostenko views the PMU and another right-wing group, 
Sobor, as possible allies for the upcoming electoral campaign. 
This means that the PMU’s defection from Our Ukraine is 
not ruled out either. 

For the moment, Our Ukraine’s 85 deputies, the UNP’s 22, 
the 24 seats of Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc, the 

17 deputies from First Deputy Prime Minister Anatoly 
Kinakh’s Industrialists and Entrepreneurs group, and the 28- 
strong Socialist Party form the pro-government camp in par- 
liament. This camp may grow, given the high popularity of 
its leaders, Yushchenko and Tymoshenko. The newly elected 
leader of the Our Ukraine faction, Mykola Martynenko, has 
predicted that Our Ukraine will grow to 100-120 members in 
the near future. 

The second strongest camp for the moment is Lytvyn’s. 
Currently it consists of the 31-strong People’s Party (not to 
be confused with the UNP) and the 19-strong Democratic 
Ukraine faction. Three more factions — United Ukraine (22), 
Democratic Initiatives (14), and Union (13) — are viewed as 
satellites. This camp is set to grow at the expense of the 
People’s Democratic Party of former prime minister Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko, which currently numbers 11 deputies and is 
on the verge of dissolution. The groups flocking under 
Lytvyn’s wing had once been parts of former President Le- 
onid Kuchma’s mega-faction, United Ukraine, which broke 
apart at the end of 2002. The People’s Party is the former 
Agrarian Party, which Lytvyn hijacked from the previous 
government’s agricultural bosses. Democratic Ukraine was 
formed on the ruins of the once largest pro-Kuchma faction, 
Labor Ukraine, in January. Democratic Ukraine is headed by 
the former leader of Labor Ukraine, Thor Sharov, and includes 
Kuchma’s son-in-law, the steel and media tycoon Viktor 
Pinchuk. Yushchenko, speaking at his People’s Union found- 
ing congress in early March, named Lytvyn’s party as a pos- 
sible coalition partner for the 2006 elections, but Sharoy re- 
vealed in a recent interview with Glavred that he is going to 
persuade Lytvyn to form a separate list for the elections. The 
list may include Pinchuk, but there will be no place for 
Kuchma in it, Sharov said. 

The three factions in the opposition to Yushchenko have 
been shrinking. Between early December 2004 and late March 
2005, membership in the Communist faction dropped from 
59 to 56, Regions of Ukraine shrank from 62 to 53 deputies, 
and the SDPUo shrank from 34 to 21 members. There has 
been little coordination among the three opposition groups 
so far. The March 25 voting on amendments to the state 2005 
budget demonstrated that it would be too early to speak of an 
opposition alliance, let alone a united opposition. Only 
Yanukovych’s Regions of Ukraine behaved as real opposi- 
tion, refusing to take part in the voting. But the SDPUo and 
the Communists voted “in favor.” As a result, support for the 
budget amendments providing for an increase in social spend- 
ing and cancellation of tax breaks was very high — 376 bal- 
lots “in favor” in the 450-seat body (428 deputies were present 
during the voting). 


8 
"Гринджоли" розмалювали 
Поділ, 1 співатимуть 
двома мовами 


(Українська правда)- Група "Т ринджоли" зняла кліп на пісню "Разом 
нас багато" для конкурсу "Євробачення-2005" 19-го березня. 

Режисером кліпу виступив російський кліпмейкер Андрій Новосьо-- 
лов, відомий по кліпах груп "Акваріум", "Чайф", Філіпа Кіркорова та 
інших, пише газета Сьогодні. 

Новосьолов кілька років співробітничає з українською студією 
"Крила" і зняв безліч кліпів для українських артистів Марії Бурмаки, 
Наталії Бакай, Аліни Гросу, Анюти Славської. 

За стиль групи зараз взялася група фахівців, у тому числі Марина 
Лосєва й знаменитий український дизайнер Лілія Пустовіт. 

"За сюжетом кліпу "Гринджоли" приїжджають на грузовичку до 
похмурого сірого міста, де ходять насуплені жителі в масках. Після 
влаштованого ними феєрверка все розфарбовується в яскраві кольори, 
а люди розправляють плечі й скидають маски, стягують сірі полотнища 
з будинків, відкриваючи їхні кольорові фасади, і прямують за 
вантажівкою з музикантами", - пише газета. 

Як повідомив лідер групи "Т ринджоли" Роман Калін, вони працюють 
над текстом, "який міняють хіба що не через кожні дві години". 

"Адже треба, щоб текст пісні був зрозумілий не тільки українцям, 
але іноземцям. Коли нарешті текст затвердили, і ми його розучили, 
буквально два дні тому знову було ухвалено рішення внести деякі 
виправлення. Цей варіант ми записали напередодні зйомок", - сказав 
Калін. 

Незважаючи на зйомку кліпу, остаточний варіант пісні поки не 
затверджений. Музиканти залишають за собою право внести 
виправлення в той текст пісні, під якою вони знімали кліп. 

У "спірних" місцях тексту пісні, які, можливо, ще піддадуться 
коректуванню, у кадрі будуть показувати не самих артистів, а масовку 
й загальні плани. Поки відомо, що частина пісні "T ринджоли" будуть 
виконувати англійською, а частину - українською мовами. 

Як саунд-продюсер запису виступив Віталій Телезін, що працював 
у Києві з Євгенієм Ступкою. Він раніше співробітничав з "ВВ" й 
"Океаном Ельзи" 

З пов'язаних новин, вперше за всю історію конкурсу "Євробачення" 
на сцені київського Палацу спорту працюватимуть одразу троє ведучих 
- переможниця минулорічного конкурсу співачка Руслана, боксер 
Володимир Кличко та радіо та телеведучий DJ Паша. 

Визначився і порядок виступів учасників конкурсу "Євробачення", 
який відбудеться в Києві в кінці травня. 

Загалом у півфіналі конкурсу візьмуть участь виконавці з 25 країн, 
а український гурт "Гринджоли" вийде на сцену шістнадцятим серед 
двадцяти чотирьох учасників фіналу "Євробачення", повідомляє 
УНІАН із посилання на телеканал "1-1". 

Першими у півфіналі співатимуть австрійці, за ними Литва та 
Молдова - яку привітали особливо, оскільки молдавани на 
"Євробаченні" вперше. 

До фіналу потраплять лише десять країн, а ще десять, виконавці з 
яких виявилися кращими у минулому фіналі - серед них і Україна, 
потрапляють в цьогорічний фінал автоматично. 

"Гринджоли" у фіналі співатимуть шістнадцятими - знавці 
"Євробачення" вже назвали це місце зручним. 


Ліга Українських Католицьких Жінок Канади 
Ліга Українок Канади 
Союз Українок Канади 
Організація Українок Канади 


влаштовує з нагоди 


ВИЗНАЧНІ УКРАЇНСЬКІ ЖІНКИ 
ЕДМОНТОНУ 


СВЯТОЧНА ПРОГРАМА, ВИСТАВКА, 
~~ ЧАЙНЕ ПРИЙНЯТТЯ 


Неділя, 10-го квітня 2005 р. в год. 2:30 поп. 
р Дім Української Молоді 
9615 - 153 Дуе. в Едмонтоні 


Хор Верховина і Ансамбль бандуристів. 
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Тарас Шевченко 
та 100-Річчя Альберти 


Il. Саварин 

Цьогорічний Шевченківський 
концерт, який зорганізував Ед- 
монтонський Відділ КУК і Укра- 
їнське Музичне Товариство Аль- 
берти, з доповіддю кол. голови Pa— 
ди директорів «Нового шляху» 
Володимира Кіся, під заг. «Тарас 
Шевченко 1 діяспора», відбувся в 
Домі української молоді 13 бе- 
резня. Ця доповідь, перекладена з 
англійської на українську мову, 
яку відчитав керівник української 
програми із радіовисильні СКЕВ, 
Роман Британ, прекрасно пока- 
зала, як п. Кісь i тисячі емігрантів 
з України і їх нащадків, виховува- 
лися i ставали на поезії Шевченка 
свідомими українцями, а зокрема 
- з якою любов'ю українці в Ка- 
наді i Америці вже понад сотню 
років не лише вшановують Шев- 
ченка концертами, але й живуть 
Шевченком. Нпр. о. Агапій Гон- 
чаренко вже 7 років після смерти 
Шевченка, бо 1868 року, помістив 
вістку про нього в газеті “Alaska 
Herald”; о. Григорій Грушка, ре- 
дактор-основник «Свободи», ще 
1893 року помістив в газеті його 
безсмертне «Учітеся, брати мої», 
яке українські школярі і молодь 
досі декламують; а о. Нестор 
Дмитрів, заблудивши раз зимою в 
лісах Альберти, запримітив у 
дерев'яній буді серед лісу, світло, 
ввійшов до неї і побачив на стіні, 
зроблений зі звичайних двох пати-- 
ків, хрест, а біля нього - образок 
Шевченка. Шевченко, це своєрідна 
метафора для українських посе- 
ленців в чужих світах, а вкінці й 
символ, біля якого вони не тільки 
всі зуміли об'єднатися, а й оста- 
точно, без огляду на територі- 
яльні, релігійні, політичні та інші 
різниці, стати українськими пат-- 
ріотами - казала доповідь. 

Керувала концертом Ксеня Ма- 
риняк, а почався він «Заповітом 
Шевченка у виконанні хору «Вер- 
ховина» і публіки, під дириген- 
турою Галини Лазурко, в супро- 
воді 5-ти бандуристів, теж при 
СУМІ, на чолі із д-ром A. Горнят- 
кевичем. Після вступного слова 
голови КУК Миколи Вороти- 
ленка і заклику голови Шевчен-- 
ківської Фундації Андрія Глади- 
шевського, щоб жертвувати на 
Фундацію, хор «Верховина» вико -- 
нав «Думи мої» і «Зацвіла в долині 
червона калина» Шевченка в обр. 
А. Гнатишина. Далі Богдан Са- 
варин - на скрипці, а Роман Сол-- 
тикевич - на фортеп'яні, чудово 
заграли «Фантазію» М. Лисенка. 
Маріянна Сех задекламувала 
«Зацвіла в долині червона кали- 
на», ачлени танцювального гурт-- 


Жіночий ансамбль Дніпрова хвиля. 


ка при СУМІ «Дунай», під керів- 
ництвом Тані і Павла Гишки, 
Кристал Миронюк і Андрій Вуй- 
Wik затанцювали танець «Зали- 
цяння». Як і минулого року, в 
концерті знову взяли участь дво- 
мовні школи і Курси україно- 
знавства ім. Франка: струнний 
ансамбль школи св. Мартина, в ч. 
22 осіб, під диригентурою Кері 
Микгоникл, з учительками Керин 
Дацишин і Евою Маковською, з 
чуттям заграли «Садок вишне- 
вий» 1 «Реве та стогне Дніпр ши- 
рокий», хор св. Матея, вч. 24 уче- 
ниць, піддиригентурою Лілеї Во- 
лянської заспівав «Дими мої» 1«У 
перетику ходила», а Юрій Валь- 
ків, Лариса Гекер, Роксана Дашке- 
вич і Назар Поріцький з Курсів 
(директорка - Лілія Суха), mpope— 
цитували ряд уривків з віршів 
Шевченка. 

Був ще один танець, а це - 
«Весна», який бадьоро затанцю- 
вало 16 членів ансамблю «Воля» 
під мистецьким керівництвом 
Евгена Барія, після якого жіночий 
ансамбль «Дніпрова хвиля» в 
складі І. Федеркевич, С. Романюк, 
Н. Онищук, У. Канівець та Д. Ва- 
сараб- Роланд, під музичним ке- 
рівництвом Марії Дитиняк, з I. 
Тарнавською на фортепяні, гарно 
заспівали «Садок вишневий», а ще 
краще «Якби мені черевики». 3a— 


кінчився концерт мистецьким 
виступом чоловічого хору, в ч. 16 
хористів, під диригентурою Гриця 
Малюжинського, при супроводі 
двох бандур (Г. Малюжинського 
та A. Горняткевича), з піснями «Та 
не дай Господи нікому» 1 «Сонце 
гріє» Шевченка, та популярною 
«Карпатські січовики» Яра Сла- 
вутича, який був присутній на 
концерті. 

В свойому заключному слові 
голова Українського музичного 
товариства Альберти Люба Бой-- 
ко-Бел висловила радість з при- 
воду того, що ворогам України так 
і не вдалося її цим разом «в огні 
збудити» 1 подякувала всім Opra— 
нізаторам, виконавцям і учасни- 
кам концерту, а зокрема Ксені 
Мариняк і Галі Котович, яка 
уклала текст програми. Концерт 
закінчився гимном «Ще не вмерла 
Україна», який грімко відспівали 
чоловічий хор та вся публіка. 

На схилі свойого життя, Іван 
Франко, звертаючись до українсь-- 
кого народу у його геніяльній по-- 
емі «Мойсей», з болем запитував: 
«Невже задарма стільки серць го-- 
ріло до тебе найсвятішою любо-- 
в'ю, тобі офіруючи душу й тіло?» 
Хочеться вірити, що сьогодні, Ha— 
решті, Шевченко глядить з висот 
вічности на свою «оранжеву Ук- 
раїну» і каже: «НІ, не задарма!» 


Арештовані рахунки й 
майно Львівської міськради 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- Майно й рахунки 
Львівської міськради арештовані, повідомив 22-го березня на прес- 
конференції міський голова Львова Любомир Буняк. 

За його словами, причиною арешту стало рішення за позовом 
скульпторів братів Сухорських - авторів пам'ятника Тарасу Шев- 
ченкові у Львові, відповідно до якого міська влада повинна була вип-- 


латити артистам 700 тисяч грн. 


"Ми не можемо проводити жодної діяльності, навіть не можемо 
задовольнити цей позов, оскільки через позицію суду паралізоване 
все міське господарство", - сказав Буняк. 

Мер назвав арешт неправомірним і заявив, що влада міста буде 
заперечувати його в судовому порядку. 
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Kuchma апа the missile scandal 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Since President Viktor 
Yushchenko was inaugurated on Jan. 23, Ukraine’s In- 
terior Ministry (MVS), Security Service (SBU), and 
Prosecutor-General’s office have made daily revelations 
about massive, high-level corruption under former 
president Leonid Kuchma. One new scandal is that Kyiv 
sent 12 long-range surface-to-air missiles to Iran and 
six to China in 1999 and 2000. 

These revelations come on top of previous accusa- 
tions that Kuchma authorized the sale of Kolchuga ra- 
dars to Iraq in July 2000. 

The concurrent transfers to Iran, China, and Irag con- 
firm a three-fold suspicion long held by Western gov- 
ernments. 

First, the weapons transfers took place while Leonid 
Derkach was chairman of the SBU (1997-2001). 
Derkach has been implicated in numerous illegal arms 
transfers while head of the SBU. The Secretary of the 
National Defense Council from 1999-2003, Yevhen 
Marchuk, publicly accused Derkach of being involved 
with arms traffickers on trial in Italy. 

Second, the highest levels of the Kuchma regime 
were involved in the deception. While Kuchma was 
authorizing and undoubtedly taking a cut from the $113 
million proceeds, he was re-elected on a pro-Euro-At- 
lantic integration platform in 1999 and sought to prove 
this orientation by making Yushchenko prime minis- 
ter. 

Third, illegal arms transfers were part of the high- 
level involvement in numerous corrupt activities. 
Kuchma’s abuse of office was the factor that prompted 
security guard Mykola Melnychenko to secretly tape 
700 hours of conversations in Kuchma’s office. 

Ukraine faced a political crisis after a portion of the 
tapes was first publicly revealed in November 2000. 
But despite the political crisis, abuse of high office con- 
tinued. An attempt to sell 14 additional missiles as late 
as 2004 was only blocked because the SBU had a dif- 
ferent chairman, Ihor Smeshko. 

Hryhoriy Omelchenko, deputy head of the parliamen- 
tary committee on organized crime and corruption, first 
made public the Iran and China allegations last month. 
A former SBU officer, V.V. Yevdokimov, has been 
charged with involvement in the missile sales. 
Yevdokimov headed the state-owned UkrAviaZakaz 
airfreight company. 

The Prosecutor-General’s office has now confirmed 
that a criminal investigation is underway. Consequently, 
Prosecutor-General Sviatyslav Piskun has characterized 
the transfers as “contraband,” not “exports”. 

Piskun faces the uncomfortable allegation that he did 
nothing to investigate the illegal transfer of this “con- 
traband” while he was prosecutor-general in 2002-2003. 
Omelchenko has revealed that his parliamentary com- 
mittee informed the SBU, Prosecutor-General’s Office 
and Kuchma about these transfers in 1999-2002. 

Omelchenko received standard noncommittal replies 
that “your information has not been confirmed”. 
Omelchenko claimed that Piskun is not genuinely in- 
terested in investigating the issue and his only aim is to 
continue to remain in his post. “Piskun is guided by 
principles of double standards, double morals, and po- 


litical opportunism,” Omeichenko charged. 

The head of the parliamentary committee on orga- 
nized crime and corruption, Volodymyr Stretovych, ex- 
plained this discrepancy by the fact that the Kuchma 
regime “did not provide opportunities for the prosecu- 
tor to investigate the affair”. Similar accusations were 
made over the inability of the authorities under Kuchma 
to resolve the murder of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

The missiles in question were part of the 1,000 mis- 
siles Ukraine inherited from the USSR and falsely re- 
corded as having been destroyed in the 1990s. The 
Defense Ministry has rushed to deny any involvement, 
an unbelievable claim as it never bothered to inven- 
tory what it actually inherited from the former USSR. 
When Marchuk was defense minister, he complained 
that much of what Ukraine had inherited from the USSR 
had gone missing due to the lack of an inventory. 

These long-range missiles, the KH-55 (AS-15 Kent 
in NATO’s classification) and KH-55SM (AS-15B), are 
capable of delivering a 200-kilotonne nuclear warhead, 
although Ukraine did not supply any nuclear material. 
Both missiles have a 2,400-3,000 kilometer range and 
are launched by Tupolev bombers. 

Thus missiles based in Iran are capable of hitting 
Israel, while those based in China have the capability 
to hit Japan. 

Russia’s involvement in the arms transfers to Iran 
and China is also under scrutiny. The Russian secret 
services were allegedly involved, and Omelchenko has 
implicated two Russian arms traders (known only as 
“OQ” and “Ch”). Interpol arrested Russian citizen “O” 
in the Czech Republic last year and is still considering 
whether to extradite him to Ukraine. 

Melnychenko provided the FBI with a recorded con- 
versation in which a voice resembling Derkach’s is 
heard saying that the transfer of the missiles to Iran 
was undertaken with the assistance of Russian security 
services. 

Omelchenko also accused Valeriy Shmarovy, former 
head of Ukraine’s state-owned arms trader, 
Ukrspetseksport, and former deputy SBU chairman 
Petro Shatkovskyi of complicity in the Iran and China 
deals. Shmarov has denied any involvement, as he only 
headed Ukrspetseksport from 2002 after Valeriy 
Malyev died in a suspicious car accident just as the 
Kolchuga scandal was unfolding. Ukrspetseksport has 
always been closely linked to the SBU, and Malyev 
was aware of the illegal transfers. 

Missiles sent to Iran and China are not the only items 
that have gone missing. The Defense Ministry has ad- 
mitted that а Strela-3M portable launcher and two mis- 
siles have disappeared from the navy in the Crimea. 
These launchers are ideal for terrorists, as they can be 
held by one person and can hit airborne targets within 
a range of 4.5 kilometers at a maximum altitude of 30 
kilometers. 

The United States has welcomed the transparency of 
the Ukrainian investigation and has expressed a desire 
to work with Ukraine in preventing future prolifera- 


tion. U.S. State Department spokesman Adam Ereli has . 


noted that the new atmosphere in U.S.-Ukrainian rela- 
tions will facilitate cooperation in investigating how 
these transfers to Iran and China took place and why. 


Yushchenko appoints close ally 
to state arms export company 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yushchenko moved to strengthen 
control over Ukraine’s sensitive equipment exports on March 24 by ap- 
pointing a close associate to lead UkrSpetsExport, the state arms export- 


ing company. 


Appointed was Serhiy Bondarchuk, 33, former chairman of a subsid- 
iary of Malyshev Plant, Ukraine’s only producer of combat tanks and other 
equipment. Bondarchuk, a lawmaker, has been known to support 


Yushchenko. 


Bondarchuk replaces Valeriy Shmarov, 59, an ally of former President 


Leonid Kuchma. 


The reshuffling seeks to calm down fears among foreign diplomats over 
whether Ukraine will be able to strengthen control over exports to prevent 
unauthorized transfer of sensitive technology and equipment. 

The development comes in the middle of a scandal caused by revela- 
tions that a total of 18 nuclear capable cruise missiles had been illegally 


transferred to Iran and China in 2001. 


Camera 

Although the Ukrainian authorities said the transfer was a case of smug- \(e ною 
gling, lawyers for Volodymyr Хеудокітоу, the chief suspect currently | | ia 
standing trial, said the deal may have been approved by a senior official at Rae econ 


UkrSpetsExport. 


The lawyers also said that Rosvooruzheniye, a big Russian arms trader, 1555 


involved\in the transaction. 
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"Ukrainian Daughters' Cookbook" 
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This book embodies the colour 
and richness of Ukrainian 
tradition. It features recipes and 
customs passed down through 
generations to maintain our 
unique heritage. Special features 
include Christmas Eve Supper, 
Easter dishes, a 9-page section 
on how to make Ukrainian Easter 
Eggs, plus cross stitch designs 
and wonderful holiday breads. 


Price: $12.95 plus $4.00 for postage 
4 & handling. US & International 
orders payable in US found. 


Please make cheque or money 
order payable to: 

Ukrainian Women's Association 
1920 Toronto Street 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

Canada S4P 1M8 


For fund raising or volume purchases, contact Ukrainian 
Women's Association for volume rates. Tel,: 1-306-586-5590 
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Львівська Газета, 21 березня, 2005 

- Прихід у фракцію нових людей був 
єдиною причиною вашого виходу з БЮТ? 

— Це було головною причиною. А крім 
того, важливою причиною було інше. Ос- 
таннім часом керівництво фракції не при- 
слухалося до моєї позиції. Назву приклад. 
Після першого туру президентських вибо-- 
рів я був категорично проти об'єднання із 
СПУ. Олександр Мороз у першому турі діяв 
за програмою Медведчука, щоб відібрати 
у Віктора Ющенка якомога більше голосів, 
і переговори, які вели зним щодо підтримки 
єдиного кандидата від опозиційних сил ще 
в першому турі, на жаль, ні до чого не 
призвели. І я це прогнозував давно. А так 
фактично відбілили Мороза, й він до кінця 
створював своїми амбіціями багато проб-- 
лем уже новій владі. Виникатимуть проб-- 
леми й у майбутньому, і це не будуть наші 
союзники, а конкуренти. Крім того, деякі 
позиції Соцпартії є виразно антидержав-- 
ними. Скажімо, провокаційний проект про 
мови фактично є ударом по українській 
нації. 

- Що стало останньою краплею, після 
чого вирішили піти? 

— Той же прийом нових членів, але най- 
більше вразило входження до БЮТ Аб- 
дуліна, який був і залишається близьким 
соратником Ігоря Бакая. Ще 1993 року він 
фактично формував Бакая. А хто такий 
Бакай - пояснювати не треба. Абдулін був 
членом СДПУ(о), яку я не вважаю пар- 
тією, а лише організованим злочинним 
угрупованням на рівні держави. Якби в нас 
нормально попрацювали правоохоронні 
органи, то там стільки мало б бути кримі-- 
нальних справ за їхні дії, які стали фунда-- 
ментом злочинного кучмівського режиму. 
Є всі підстави для зняття цієї партії з 
реєстрації. Це моя позиція. 

- Ви заявляли, що не можете зустрітися 
з Юлею Тимошенко, але натомість мали 
розмову з лідером фракції Олегом Біло- 
русом, за його ж словами. Після чого він 
заявив, що Хмара не піде. На що він опи- 
рався в такому переконанні? 

- Ця впевненість, очевидно, від Юлії 
Володимирівни. Білорус - людина, яка не 
могла самостійно вирішити. 

- Але ж він, напевно, переконував вас 
залишитися. Якими були аргументи? 

-- Переконував. Ми мали телефонну po3— 
мову, і я сказав, якщо Абдулін залишається 
у фракції, то виходжу я. Адже в іншому 
разі вступлю в конфлікт із власними полі-- 


народним депутатом України 
тичними, ідеологічними та морально-етич - 
ними поглядами. 

- Чия була ініціатива вступити у фракцію 
УНП: ваша, Юрія Костенка чи ще когось? 

- Це був мій вибір. Я знаю всіх цих людей 
(із УНП, - "Тазета"). Ми закладали фунда-- 
мент Української держави. І Юрій Кос- 
тенко, і Заєць, i Мовчан були тоді в парла- 
менті. Це ветерани українського naTpio— 
тичного руху з якими я співпрацював 3aB— 
жди, перебуваючи в інших фракціях. Я 
пішов до однодумців. 

- Ви плануєте вступити в Українську на- 
родну партію ? 

- Не знаю, чи зрозуміє Юлія Володи- 
мирівна мій вчинок як наслідок насамперед 
Ti помилок, адже вона є лідером партії. 
Якщо Тимошенко усвідомить їх, то мені 
доведеться приймати рішення, можливо, 
про вступ в УНП. 

- А чому не надали переваги фракції, 
більшість якої зараз - члени "Народного 
Союзу Наша Україна", - "Нашій Україні", 
адже там також є ваші соратники? 

- Узагалі не бачу ідеології цієї партії. Її 
створювали "зверху". Там також є багато 
людей, до яких маю претензії. Наприклад, 
не сприймаю Олександра Омельченка, 3Ha— 
ючи його мінуси. Це середовище не для 
мене. 

- Вам відомі настрої інших старожилів 
БЮТ, які залишилися у фракції? Можливо, 
хтось невдовзі теж планує піти? 

- Знаю, що більшість, окрім, напевно, 
Білоруса, який сприйняв мій вихід хоч і з 
прихованою, але радістю, вмовляли мене 
повернутися. Не знаю їхніх планів, оскіль- 
ки не питав про наміри щодо виходу у 
фракції. Я свідомо не веду таких розмов, 
щоб дехто не подумав, що Хмара підбурює 
когось. 

- Якою бачите оптимальну пропре- 
зидентську коаліцію на вибори 2006 року? 

— Нині важко говорити, але думаю, що 
непогано було б об'єднатися Українській 
народній партії з "Батьківщиною". Не 
знаю, що вирішить НРУ, і від цього зале-- 
жать наші стосунки на виборах, й інші. Але 
якщо іде така розбудова фракції БЮТ - із 
колишніх "есдеків" і людей, причетних до 
кримінальних і корупційних діянь, які були 
нашими ворогами - то як бути з ними в 
коаліції? Вони ж не просто так вливаються 
в колишні опозиційні фракції, а хочуть 
зберегтися при владі, в'їхати в неї на чи- 
ємусь горбі. 

Розмовляв Ярема Городчук 


Німеччина відкрила економічне 
представництво у Львові 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 
Львів, 28 березня 2005 - Віднині укра- 
їнські підприємці, які мають ділові CTO— 
сунки з бізнесовими партнерами у Німеч-- 
чині, зможуть отримати візу без жодних 
перешкод, Для цього їм навіть не дове- 
деться їздити у посольство Німеччини в 
Україні у Київ. У видачі віз їм сприятиме 
Львівське регіональне бюро делегата ні- 
мецької економіки Карін Рау. Її пред- 
ставництво почало працювати у Львові 
Карін Рау повідомила радіо "Свобода", 
що для отримання візи підприємцеві 
достатньо мати запрошення від свого діло-- 
вого партнера з Німеччини, жодного 
значення не має, чи це дрібний підприємець, 
чи представник великого бізнесу, важливо, 
аби документи були в порядку. Відтак, на 
думку німецького делегата, це полегшить 
спілкування між діловими партнерами. 
Нині на Львівщині працює 111 спільних 
українсько-німецьких підприємств. Най- 
більше з них «Леоні» у Стрию. Невдовзі 
відкриють завод автомобілебудування на 
Волині, Карін Рау прогнозує інвестиційний 
бум німецького капіталу в Україну, ос- 
кільки після Помаранчевої революції від- 
чутне велике зацікавлення східним сусідом, 
особливо Львівщиною, яка має вигідне 
географічне розташування, високий нау- 


ковий потенціал. Але досі німецький дріб-- 
ний чи середній підприємець не дає собі 
раду з бюрократичними перепонами в YK— 
раїні, а також тут іноземне підприємство 
не може придбати у власність землю. 

Карін Рау: "Земельна власність - основна 
передумова для отримання грошей від 
банків, а грошова база і є початок для від- 
криття якогось підприємства". 

Te, що останнім часом німецькі телека- 
нали демонструють негативного змісту до-- 
кументальні програми про Україну, вка- 
зуючи, що при запровадженні м'якшого 
візового режиму для українців в Німеччині 
активізується кримінал, прибуде багато 
нелегалів і зросте безробіття, яке й без того 
сягає високого рівня, пані Карін Рау 
назвала політичною грою, яка лише трішки 
ускладнить ділову співпрацю: 

"Підприємець ніколи не думає так, як 
йому це представляє преса чи політики. 
Підприємець має інші аргументи, його 
цікавить бізнес. Звичайно, доведеться 
пояснювати німецьким підприємцям, якою 
є ситуація в Україні, в регіонах, а для цього 
ми й відкрили бюро." 

Те, що чубляться між собою німецькі 
політики, не завадить надходженню ні- 
мецьких інвестицій в Україну, переконана 
Карін Рау. 


Ukrainian Мемз/Українські вісті, March 30 - April 12, 2005, 30 березня - 12 квітня, 2005 


“Meni доведеться приймати | Європейці - за Україну в Європі 
рішення про вступ в УНП" 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Понад половина мешканців б найбільших 
країн - членів Європейського Союзу вва- 
жають, що Україна мала би вступити до 
ЄС, якщо виконає всі умови для цього. Такі 
результати оприлюдненого 24-го березня 
дослідження, яке представляє позицію 
трьох чвертей населення Євросоюзу. Дос-- 
лідження замовила неурядова організація, 
яка виступає за зближення України з ЄС і 
яка виникла з ініціятиви українського 
депутата й підприємця-мільярдера Віктора 
Пінчука. 

Кампанія України за вступ до Європей-- 
ського Союзу отримала 24-го березня по- 
тужну підтримку, пише британський що-- 
денник "Гардіян". Опитування серед приб-- 
лизно 6 тисяч осіб, які репрезентативно 
представляють мешканців Німеччини, 
Франції, Британії, Італії, Іспанії й Польщі, 
засвідчило: можливий вступ України до 
Євросоюзу має серед населення ЄС більшу 
підтримку, ніж вступ Туреччини. Україну 
в цих шести країнах підтримали 55% 
опитаних, а Туреччину, яка ось-ось має вже 
розпочати вступні переговори, - 4590. 

Дослідження здійснила провідна фран-- 
цузька соціологічна фірма “TNS Sofres” на 
замовлення громадської організації, що 
називається "Ялтинська європейська CTpa— 
тегія" - в англійському скороченні “YES”, 
що означає "Так". Організація виникла на 
Європейському семінарі в Ялті, який зібрав 
там у липні минулого року Віктор Пінчук. 
Цього липня планується другий такий 
семінар. 

"Гардіян" вважає, що результати цього 
дослідження буде використано, щоб збіль- 
шити тиск на європейських керівників і 
прискорити конкретну дату початку вступ-- 
них переговорів із Києвом. А тим часом у 
планах "Ялтинської європейської стра- 
тегії" на наступний місяць - розіслати лис- 
та керівникам країн ЄС із цим опитуванням 
і аргументами на користь вступу України, 

Найбільша підтримка ймовірного член- 
ства України в ЄС, за умови, якщо вона BA— 


конає всі вимоги для вступу, - в Польщі: за 
це там 77 % опитаних. Найменша - в Ні- 
меччині: 41%. Водночас понад половина 
німців - проти вступу України до Євро- 
союзу. 

Німецький щоденник "Вельт? пояснює 
такі негативні для України результати в цій 
країні наслідками так званого "візового 
скандалу". Автори дослідження, з якими 
говорила газета, вбачають у цьому скандалі 
єдину причину, адже навіть у Франції, 
керівництво якої прохолодно ставиться до 
європейських перспектив України, під- 
тримка її вступу становить 58%. До того 
ж інше дослідження, кінця 2004 року, 
засвідчило на той час зовсім інші дані: поки 
"візовий скандал" не спалахнув із повною 
силою, вступ України до ЄС у Німеччині 
підтримували майже дві третини опитаних, 
пише “Ber”. 

Водночас французький щоденник "Фіга-- 
ро" називає "разючим»" загальний результат 
опитування. Як пише ця газета, він свід- 
чить, до якої міри демократична Помаран-- 
чева революція минулої осені вплинула на 
настрої в Європі, так що там раптом ус- 
відомили, що на мапі Європи є й Київ. До 
того ж момент, обраний для нинішнього 
дослідження, особливо вдалий: евфорія 
"помаранчевого? руху ще не вщухла. Було 
6 цікаво повторити це опитування через рік, 
щоб перевірити, чи втримаються такі Hac— 
трої й попри післяреволюційні виклики, 
мовиться в статті. Адже на відміну від 
Туреччини, яка вже далеко просунулася в 
наближенні до ЄС, Україна аніяк не 
залучена до жодного процесу гармонізації 
свого законодавства з європейським, зау-- 
важує "Фігаро". 

І ще одна деталь дослідження: коли вступ 
України до Європейського Союзу підтри-- 
мали 55% опитаних у шести найбільших 
країнах ЄС, а Туреччини - 45, то на другому 
місці серед претендентів до Євросоюзу з 
5096 опинилася Росія - яка сама до ЄС 
вступати не збирається... 


Анти-українська провокація 
проти "Тигодніка Повшехного? 


Володимир Павлів, Радіо Свобода 

21 березня польський міністр закордон- 
них справ разом зі своїм німецьким коле- 
гою Йошкою Фішером зустрілися у Києві 
з головою МЗС України Борисом Тарасю- 
ком. Головні дипломати трьох країн роз- 
мовляли про те, як Польща та Німеччина 
про-європейських устремлінь. Тим часом, 
напередодні цього візиту до Києва поль- 
ського міністра, на сторінках російського 
інтернет-сайту іпо5МІ ти з'явилася стаття 
антиукраїнського змісту, начебто передру- 
кована з польського щотижневика " Тигод- 
нік Повшехни" (Tygodnik Powszechny). 
Однак, самі працівники авторитетного 
польського видання твердять, що такого 
тексту ніколи не друкували. Вони вважа- 
ють, що проти них "війну в інтернеті" ве- 
дуть російські спец-служби. 

Інтернет-газета іпо5МІ ги є одним з про- 
ектів державного російського агентства 
РІА-Новостів, котре вважають органом 
тісно пов'язаним з російським Міністер- 
ством закордонних справ. Саме на сторін- 
ках цієї газети 18-го березня з'явився текст 
як нібито з польського " Тигодніка Повшех-- 
ного" під назвою "Порозмовляймо відверто 
про Україну". Автор статті поляк Мар'ян 
Калускі, що мешкає у Австралії і є знаний 
з публікацій на право-радикальних фору-- 
мах, твердить, зокрема, що в інтересах 
Польщі є довести до розколу України і що 
саме на це була спрямована діяльність 
польських політиків, котрі взяли участь у 
врегулюванні політичного конфлікту в 
Україні в часах так званої "помаранчевої 
революції". Мар'ян Калуський також вис-- 
ловлює думку, що Віктор Ющенко обманув 
українців і тому вони не відчують ні демо-- 
кратії, ні добробуту, а Україну найімо-- 
вірніше спіткає доля Іраку. 

Після появи цього тексту до редакції 
"Тигодніка Повшехного" почали дзвонити 
обурені читачі цієї газети з України. Проб-- 


лема в тому, що "Тигоднік Повшехни" — це 

одна з найбільш приязних щодо України 
польських газет. За свою про-українську 
позицію це польське видання отримало 
навіть нещодавно журналістську нагороду 
"Золоте перо" одного з українських фондів. 
Тому такий анти-український текст 
викликав незрозуміння та підозру. 

Швидко з'ясувалося, що підозра була 
небезпідставною, бо текст надрукований на 
іпо5МІ.ги як переклад з "Тигодніка Пов- 
шехного?, ніколи не був надрукованим у Ca— 
мому польському виданні. Після none— 
редньої перевірки вдалося з'ясувати, що 
такий текст з'явився на інтернет-форумі цієї 
польської газети, де кожен з дописувачів 
може висловлювати свою власну думку. 
Натомість, спроба журналістів "Тигодніка 
Повшехного?" розіслати спростування своїм 
читачам та іншим засобам масової інфор- 
мації виявилася безуспішною через те, що 
сервер польського видання був заблокований 
тисячами імейл-повідомлень невідомого 
походження. Фахівці-комп'ютерники відразу 
визначили цей процес, як елемент так званої 
"війни в інтернеті", котру хтось веде проти 
"Тигодніка Повшехного". 

На думку багатьох польських експертів 
з питань стосунків з Росією, поява цього 
провокативного тексту на одному з попу-- 
лярних російських інтернет-сайтів, а потім 
заблокування сервера "Тигодніка Пов- 
шехного" - це не випадковість, а цілеспря-- 
мована атака російських спец-служб. Один 
з експертів, котрий волів залишитися He— 
названим, сказав, що те, що сталося з "Ти- 
годніком Повшехним" є наслідком погір-- 
шення польсько-російських стосунків 
унаслідок участі поляків в Помаранчевій 
революції. 

Таку ж думку поділяє й інше авто- 
ритетне польське видання "Газета виборча". 
У статті "Чорний піар з Росії редактори 
пишуть, що : "Росія мститься Польщі за 
участь у Помаранчевій революції". 
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Ukrainian Folklore 


By Natalie Kononenko 

March 16-17, the Kule Chair in Ukrainian Ethnog- 
raphy and the Ukrainian Folklore Centre of the Uni- 
versity of Alberta sponsored a visit by Michael Taft, 
Head of the Archive of Folk Culture at the American 
Folklife Center of the United States Library of Con- 
gress. Taft is no stranger to Canada and Edmonton. He 
received his PhD in Folklore from Memorial Univer- 
sity of Newfoundland and his MA in Library Science 
from the U of A. 

While at the U of A, Taft examined the Bohdan 
Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore Archives, assessing 
preservation and indexing procedures. He then offered 
advice on procedure improvement. He met with staff 
concerned with the digitization of archival materials, a 
process which should both improve preservation and 
greatly expand public access. 

March 17 Taft gave a public lecture entitled “The 
Ethnographic Archive in the 21" Century.” Taft said 
that, while collecting folklore had been the primary con- 
cern of scholars in the past, preservation of materials 
will be the task of the future. Rapidly changing tech- 
nologies demand the creation of digital copies of ar- 
chival materials. We must also digitize in a format that 
will allow conversion to new technologies as these are 
introduced. Taft gave some examples from the Veter- 
ans’ Oral History Project at the Archive of Folk Cul- 
ture and played excerpts of sound recordings which 
are already available over the internet. 

Taft’s earlier Canadian experiences include service 
as the University Archivist and Head of Special Col- 


Centre hosts Taft 


Michael Taft lectures at the University of Alberta. 


lections at the University of Northern British Colum- 
bia and fieldwork collecting folksongs. Among his most 
notable current projects is Save Our Sounds, a United 
States-wide effort to digitize and preserve folksong 
recordings. He and an international team of folklorists 
are also working on a thesaurus to facilitate digital in- 
formation exchange. Such a thesaurus would allow 
people all over the world to search and access digital 
archives, such as the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian 
Folklore Archive housed at the U of A. 


Kalyna Country awaiting 2005 season 


(Kalyna Country)—“The Kalyna County 
Ecomuseum is eagerly awaiting the coming summer 
season,” reports its volunteer executive director, Jars 
Balan. “You can sense the feeling of anticipation from 
all the calls that we have been getting on our toll-free 
line, and from the buzz that is starting to spread about 
our new visitor’s guide — which is bigger and better 
than ever.” 

The 2005 Kalyna Country Visitor’s and Events Guide 
has now been printed and is beginning to be distrib- 
uted in Alberta and BC. Although the size has grown 
by 24 pages, the bulk of the issue has been reduced 
thanks to the use of better quality, semi-gloss paper. 
The print run has likewise been increased by 8,000 
copies to 60,000, reflecting the growing popularity of 
what is now widely regarded as the most unique and 
creative tourist publication in Western Canada. This 
year’s edition has a centennial theme, with a feature 
article on the history of the Kalyna region before Alberta 
became a province, and explorer Peter Fidler being 
highlighted as the 2005 Kalyna Country character. 

“Our extensive editorial content is what sets us apart 
from other tourist literature,” notes Kevin Kisilevich of 
The Marketer, which publishes the annual magazine and 
also handles the promotion of the Kalyna Country 
Ecomuseum for tourism. “But as we have likely reached 
our maximum size, we’re starting to look at producing 
other brochures and publications, to more effectively tar- 
get specific markets and to provide greater opportunities 
for our expanding stable of partners and advertisers.” 

Kalyna Country is simultaneously gearing up for a 
promotional blitz to make people aware that the Driv- 
ing and Walking Tour of the Victoria Trail is finally 
available in print. This summer the Kalyna Trust is 
sponsoring an exhibition of heritage-themed paintings 
by the late Paul Braid and his wife Katherine in 


Will Yushchenko attend 
V-Day in Moscow? 


(RFE/RL)—President Yushchenko said on March 26 
that he is not planning to attend the Victory Day pa- 
rade in Moscow on May 9, to which he was invited by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, but will stay in Kyiv 
for a local V-Day parade on that day and visit Moscow 
on May 8, Ukrainian and international news agencies 
reported. 

“As we cannot postpone commemorations that will 
take place in Ukraine on May 9, including a parade 
and other events, I would feel most uncomfortable -if 
war veterans are gathering here and I am on a review- 
ing stand elsewhere,” Reuters quoted Yushchenko as 
saying. 

"І think the Russian president, Vladimir 
Vladimirovich Putin, and our other colleagues can eas- 
ily understand that,” Yushchenko added. 

Meanwhile, Yushchenko’s spokeswoman Iryna 
Herashchenko told journalists on March 28 that his of- 
ficial schedule for May 9 has not yet been set. 

“I’m not ready to answer the question [of whether 
Yushchenko will go to Moscow on May 9],” 
Herashchenko said. 


Waskatenau as part of a campaign to encourage visi- 
tors to discover the charms and the rich history of 
Alberta’s oldest road. And the Ecomuseum Society will 
soon be developing the educational part of the Kalyna 
Country website by posting articles that it has com- 
missioned over the years on the history, natural attrac- 
tions and culture of rural east central Alberta. Previ- 
ously published in edited form in earlier Kalyna guides, 
the well-researched stories are intended to be a useful 
resource not only for travelers, but students and any- 
one interested in learning more about Alberta’s prairie 
and parkland region. 

Kalyna Country is at the same time a sponsor of the 
Centennial promotion “Route of the Voyager.” This 
unique group of tour operators and attractions along 
the scenic North Saskatchewan River are offering boat 
tours and champagne island picnics. Look for the poster 
being distributed across Alberta and at participating area 
businesses. Я 

That knowledge about the Kalyna Country region is 
continuing to spread was underscored by a recent fea- 
ture article published in the Feb. 12 Travel Section of 
the Ottawa Citizen. Devoted to the growing phenom- 
enon of ‘roots inspired’ tourism, the story identified 
ten top Heritage Destinations in North America, six in 
the USA, and four in Canada. Among the latter, Kalyna 
Country was written up as the place to experience 
Ukrainian heritage, and a picture from the Ukrainian 
Village was used as the lead illustration for the three- 
page spread. The profile ended with an additional plug 
for Ft. George Buckingham House and the Victoria 
Settlement, while directing people to call 1-888-452- 
5962 or to visit <www.kalyna.country.com> for more 
information. 

“To buy that kind of advertising would not be cheap,” 
observes Jars Balan, “so it’s a good indication that we 
are being successful in putting our region on the map. 
It’s also a perfect way to kick-off the 2005 season, and 
another sign that our emphasis on heritage is paying 
dividends. The timing couldn’t have been better...” 

Balan further remarks that he is receiving a lot of 
requests for church tours during the summer months, 
when he will be doing his first two-day excursion into 
the eastern reaches of Kalyna Country. “It’s shaping 
up to be a record year —I only hope the weather coop- 
erates.” 


Yushchenko wants local 


government reform 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko said on 
March 29 that he is in favor of raising the efficiency of 
local self-government through introducing relevant con- 
stitutional amendments by this fall, Interfax reported. 

Yushchenko also stressed that he supports the politi- 
cal reform adopted by parliament in December to switch 
the country from its current presidential system to a 
parliamentary one. 

The reform bill will take effect on 1 September if 
parliament adopts a bill on reforming the self-govern- 
ing system prior to that date or, failing such passage, it 
will automatically go into effect on Jan. 1, 2006. 


11 
Winnipeg school awarded 


for Famine curriculum 


(CGM)—Sisler High School (Winnipeg School Division) has won a 


|| national “Educator’s Award” in recognition of its leadership in the devel- 
opment of a genocide and human rights curriculum. 


The award is being presented by Canadians for a Genocide Museum 


| (CGM) at a reception marking the 3rd annual Genocide Memorial Week. 


Among Sisler High School’s achievements are its new curriculum on the 
Ukrainian Famine Genocide and its role in the development of curricu- 
lum entitled “Refugees & Exiles, A Canadian Perspective”. Among Sisler’s 


| cutting edge innovations include a student role playing exercise in a simu- 


lated refugee camp. 

CGM is a coalition of 45 associations representing 29 communities. It 
was established in 1998 to promote inclusivity-and equity in education 
and commemoration on genocide. All communities that are committed to 
these principles have been and continue to be welcomed as members. 


Arts Briefs 


Ukrainian among “American Idol’ finalists 

The 12 “American Idol” semifinalists picked by television viewers in- 
clude a Ukrainian-born college student, a martial arts black belt holder 
and a bartender-waitress, reports The Associated Press. The Ukrainian- 
born Anthony Fedorov, 19, of Trevose, Pa., is a college student who sings 
on weekends in New York City. 


Bulba rides again 

(UkrNews)—A joint French-Ukrainian-Polish production will do a remake 
of Nikolai Gogol’s (Mykola Hohol’s) famous novel “Taras Bulba”’, Ukrai- 
nian Culture Minister Oksana Bilozir announced in Kyiv, March 15, after 
meeting with French actor and producer Gerard Depardieu. Depardieu is 
expected to produce the project. A contest for the script will soon be an- 
nounced. “Taras Bulba” is the story of a fictitious Cossack leader who 
rises up against the Poles in (Gee century Ukraine. A Hollywood version, 
starring Yul Brynner and Tony Curtis, was released in 1962. 
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Yushchenko, Saakashvili 
speak of ‘Baltic Sea- 
Black Sea Axis”’ 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On an official 
visit to Kyiv on March 25-26, Georgian Presi- 
dent Mikheil Saakashvili and his Ukrainian 
counterpart, Viktor Yushchenko, used the term 
“Baltic Sea-Black Sea Axis,” referring to 
countries pursuing shared interests in this re- 
gion: the three Baltic states, Poland, Ukraine, 
Moldova, Romania, and Georgia. 

In a joint declaration on strategic partner- 
ship and in their press conference statements, 
Yushchenko and Saakashvili announced that 
their countries would support each other’s as- 
pirations regarding NATO and the European 
Union. They underscored Ukraine’s and 
Georgia’s interests in developing transit ca- 
pacities to supply Caspian oil and gas to Eu- 
rope. They called for efforts to resolve the 
“frozen” conflicts in Abkhazia, South Ossetia, 
and Transnistria under international auspices. 
And they committed themselves to revitaliz- 
ing the GUAM group of countries (Georgia, 
Ukzaine, Azerbaijan, Moldova), the presidents 
of which are scheduled to hold а GUAM sum- 
mit on April 22 in Chisinau. 

Disclaiming any role as “exporters of revo- 
lution,” Saakashvili and Yushchenko noted the 
specific circumstances that had made possible 
the Rose and Orange revolutions in Georgia 
and Ukraine. Saakashvili criticized 
Kyrgyzstan’s ousted president Askar Akayev 
for refusing to negotiate with opposition lead- 
ers and rejecting Saakashvili’s mediation of- 
fer. He and Yushchenko urged all political 
groups in Kyrgyzstan to resolve the political 
crisis nonviolently through a process of na- 
tional conciliation. 

Clearly signaling a low regard for the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States, the two 
presidents stated that they would only sup- 
port “rational” undertakings within its frame- 
work, without, however, citing any such un- 
dertaking. Furthermore, they would not join 
any CIS projects that would “interfere with 
the prospects of [their countries’] integration 
with the EU.” Yushchenko termed the CIS a 
mirage, “a steam engine that was manufac- 
tured with so much effort but gives so little 
steam. We don’t have much time to waste on 
such fata-morgana projects.” Against this 
backdrop, Yushchenko’s and Saakashvili’s de- 
nial of intent to withdraw from the CIS 
seemed tantamount to suggesting that such a 
step would not be worth the bother. 

During the visit, Saakashvili hinted that he 
might not attend the anniversary celebrations 
of the Soviet Union’s victory in the Second 
World War on May 9 in Moscow. The deci- 
sion will largely depend on results in the on- 
going negotiations on withdrawal of Russian 
troops from Georgia. The March 24-25 ne- 
gotiating round in Moscow only confirmed 
Russia’s intentions to perpetuate its military 
presence in Georgia. For his part, Yushchenko 


‘Vote early and 
vote often’ 


(RFE/RL)—Prosecutors in Zhytomyr 
Oblast have ended their investigation into 
election rigging during the presidential elec- 
tion in 2004 and indicted eight individuals, 
whose trials are either over or still in progress, 
UNIAN reported on March 22. 

One man was convicted of voting 11 times 
for Viktor Yanukovych using absentee ballots 
and fined 1,000 hryvnia (US$189). 

In another instance, the court tried the head 
of a regional election commission who alleg- 
edly falsified the vote count and declared that 
Yanukovych had won in the district, when in 
fact the winner was Viktor Yushchenko. 

The defendant was found guilty and sen- 
tenced to five years in prison, which was later 
commuted to one year of probation. 


announced that he would only attend a CIS 
summit in the Russian capital on May 8, but 
would return home to mark May 9 with his 
nation; and, apparently, with a rather differ- 
ent message. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko announced her decision to pay 
her first visit abroad in that capacity to Geor- 
gia, rather than to Russia as had previously 
been announced. Defense Ministers Anatoly 
Hrytsenko and Ітакії Okruashvili signed a 
cooperation plan for 2005 envisaging joint 
activities by ground troops on both countries’ 
territories as well as naval exercises in the 
Black Sea. 

Also on March 25, Lithuania’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Antanas Valionis arrived in 


‘Chisinau for meetings with President 


Vladimir Voronin and other Moldovan lead- 
ers. The visit was clearly designed to firm up 
Voronin’s commitment to the pro-Western 
course. Valionis offered Lithuanian expert as- 
sistance to Moldova in terms of harmonizing 
national legislation with that of the EU, tak- 
ing best advantage of the EU’s Neighborhood 
Policy, fulfilling the recently adopted EU- 
Moldova Action Plan, and using Lithuania’s 
experience of implementing political, eco- 
nomic, and administrative reforms in compli- 
ance with EU requirements. To facilitate the 
transfer of such expertise, Valionis and his 
Moldovan counterpart, Andrei Stratan, agreed 
that the two governments would develop sys- 
tematic inter-ministerial contacts. Voronin and 
Valionis jointly called for the withdrawal of 
Russian troops from Moldova and full-fledged 
participation by the United States, the Euro- 
pean Union, Romania, and Ukraine in diplo- 
matic efforts to settle the Transnistria conflict 
“on the basis of rule of law and democracy.” 
Voronin has invited Lithuanian President 
Valdas Adamkus to_Chisinau for the GUAM 
summit in April and for a bilateral visit in Sep- 
tember. 

The informal term Baltic Sea-Black Sea 
Axis does not pertain to any particular group- 
ing, but rather to countries belonging to sev- 
eral Western or Western-oriented institutions 
and groups that overlap in this region. These 
include: NATO and the EU with their new 
member countries in the region; the Vilnius 
group of NATO new-member and aspirant 
countries; GUAM; and the New Friends of 
Georgia group of countries (the three Baltic 
states, Poland, Romania, and Bulgaria), 
founded in Tbilisi last month. This configu- 
ration is an outcome of the recent, second 
round of Euro-Atlantic enlargement and a 
basis for working toward a third enlargement 
round. 


Poroshenko 
defends sacking 
of security official 


(RFE/RL)—Petro Poroshenko, the head of 
the National Security and Defense Council, 
said President Yushchenko had “good rea- 
sons” for removing the deputy head of the 
country’s Security Service, the SBU, 
Oleksander Skybynetsky, Interfax reported on 
March 22. 

Skybynetsky was appointed by Yushchenko 
to be first deputy of the SBU in February. 

Poroshenko went on to say that if anyone 
disagrees with Yushchenko’s decision, that 
person can resign. 

This remark was made apparently in refer- 
ence to Oleksander Turchinov, the head of the 
SBU, who complained he had not been in- 
formed of the decision. 

Poroshenko told Interfax cryptically that 
“anyone with access to state secrets should 
be able to analyze the reasons for 
[Skybynetsky’s] removal.” 
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New government moving 
on reforms — but not fast 
enough for some 


By Valentinas Mite 

(RFE/RL)—lIgor Losev teaches history and 
philosophy at Kyiv’s Mohyla Academy. He 
says the Orange Revolution has brought some 
immediate benefits to his country — like a 
new tolerance for freedom of expression, par- 
ticularly in the media. 

“Ukraine never knew such press freedom be- 
fore. We’ve never had such freedom to criti- 
cize the authorities — not only in semi-under- 
ground opposition newspapers, but also in very 
respectable ones. And sometimes this criticism 
really pushes the boundaries,” Losev said. 

The new government has moved quickly 
on reforms since Yushchenko’s inauguration 
on Jan. 23. Officials have taken steps to cut 
back industry tax breaks and investigate past 
privatization deals. Parliament on March 25 
approved a revised 2005 budget supporters 
hope will lay a course for aggressive eco- 
nomic reform. 

There have also been changes in the way 
the government appears to view its elector- 
ate. Stuart Hensel of the Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit says authorities now treat society 
with respect. 

“There seems to be a general change in the 
tone of the leadership in Ukraine, which is a 
very positive thing,” Hensel said. 

Still, observers say it is still too early to talk 
about major reform. Hensel says the new 
government’s work is still largely rhetorical 
— and focused more on small changes rather 
than sweeping actions. 

“It’s still very early to look for any con- 
crete changes. They [the new administration] 
in fact spent most of the past two months fo- 
cusing on issues like personnel changes, and 
haven’t actually come up with any really con- 
crete pieces of legislation that they can move 


through parliament,” Hensel said. 

Such delays are not surprising to some. One 
of the first tasks of Ukraine’s new govern- 
ment is to streamline the state apparatus by 
creating a firm separation between business 
and politics. But it’s a delicate maneuver. 
Many on Yushchenko’s team are themselves 
successful entrepreneurs. 

The administration has also begun the dif- 
ficult task of reforming the police, secret ser- 
vice, and border and customs officials. 

The most visible change to date may be in 
foreign policy. Ukraine has moved quickly to 
ingratiate itself with Western bodies like the 
European Union. Still, such gestures will have 
little impact until Kyiv is able to fully imple- 
ment its internal reforms. 

Losev of Mohyla Academy says the enthu- 
siasm and excitement that infused the Orange 
Revolution have faded as the government gets 
down to the practicalities of holding good on 
its promises. He says many Ukrainians are 
impatient, and want to see reforms instituted 
as fast as possible. 

“T think that a lot of things have changed, 
but people’s expectations are too high. We 
have a specific mentality. A person thinks that 
if he comes to a rally today, by tomorrow ev- 
erything in the country should have changed 
— and changed exactly the way he wants it 
to,” Losev says. 

Still, most Ukrainians still appear to have 

trust in their new government. 
A February poll shows 63 percent of people 
support Yushchenko — a rise of 27 percent- 
age points over last October, before the height 
of the Orange Revolution. 

By contrast, support for his former rival, 
Viktor Yanukovych, has dropped by 8 percent- 
age points, to 29 percent. 


Poroshenko abruptly cancels Iraq trip 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Petro Poroshenko, 
the Secretary of Ukraine’s National Security 
and Defense Council, postponed indefinitely 
his visit to Iraq for undisclosed reasons, a gov- 
ernment spokeswoman said March 28. 

During the visit, which was due March 28- 
30, Poroshenko was supposed to discuss trans- 
portation of Iraqi oil via Ukrainian pipelines 
to markets in Europe, as well as imports of 
Traqi oil by Ukraine. 

Ukraine seeks to diversify its oil imports to 


cut its excessive dependence on Russian oil, 
officials have said. ; 

Ukraine also seeks to get a foothold in Iraqi 
energy projects ranging from oil and gas ex- 
traction to power generation, officials have said. 

Ukraine, which has one of the largest peace- 
keeping contingents in the U.S.-led coalition 
in Iraq, said earlier this month it plans to with- 
draw the forces by the end of the year. Ukraine 
will switch its activity to military and police 
training of the Iraqi troops, officials have said. 


Probe reopens into Chornovil’s death 


(RFE/RL)—The death ef Ukrainian oppo- 
sition leader Vyacheslav Chornovil in a traf- 
fic accident in 1999 will be investigated once 
again, according to the Internal Ministry and 
the Prosecutor-General’s office, Interfax re- 
ported on March 23. 

Chornovil, a former political prisoner dur- 
ing the Soviet era, headed the Rukh party. 

He was killed when his car collided with a 
truck on March 25, 1999. 

Many opposition leaders believed the inci- 


dent was staged for political purposes. 

An investigation at that time by the Inter- 
nal Ministry concluded that Chornovil’s death 
was due to an accident. 

Subsequently, the former head of the Secu- 
rity Service, Yevhen Marchuk, announced that 
he had been given a videotape on which In- 
ternal Ministry officers reportedly admitted 
the accident had been pre-arranged. 

Later, Marchuk claimed to have lost the 
tape. 


Ukraine continues anticorruption drive 


(RFE/RL)—Hennadiy Moskal, the deputy 
head of Ukraine’s Interior Ministry, the MVS, 
announced that criminal charges have been 
filed against 12 former deputy heads of oblast 
administrations and 58 heads of raion admin- 
istrations. All of the suspects are accused of 
bribe taking and “exceeding their authority,” 
Interfax reported on March 22. 

Moskal also stated that the head of former 
President Leonid Kuchma’s property office, 


Thor Bakay, who is believed to be in hiding, 
has been indicted on seven criminal charges, 
among them defrauding the state. 

The “Ukrayinska Pravda” website on 
March 23 posted a listing of his allegedly 
fraudulent dealings, which included transfer- 
ring ownership of a state-owned multimillion 
dollar dwelling used by Kuchma as his win- 
ter dacha to an offshore company after Viktor 
Yushchenko won the presidential election. 
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Constantinople doesn’t recognize 


Kyiv Church’s 


‘subjugation’ to 


Moscow, says US Archbishop 


(RISU)—"The Moscow Patriarchate consists of that 
territory which it encompassed to the year 1686.” Arch- 
bishop Vsevolod (Majdanski) of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church of the USA (UOC USA), a representative 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, told 
this to Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko at a meet- 
ing on March 24. The archbishop added that Kyiv’s “sub- 
jugation” to the Russian Orthodox Church, starting that 
year and continuing to the present, was not ratified by 
Constantinople. 

According to the press release of the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment, during his discussion with Archbishop 
Vsevolod, Yushchenko stressed that his government will 
not directly involve itself in ecclesiastical matters. “We 
stand for the equality of all churches,” the president said. 
The meeting also centered on the necessity of develop- 
ing harmonious interdenominational relationships on the 
road to the establishment of a local Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church. Archbishop Vsevolod expressed the good 
wishes of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to both President 
Yushchenko and the Ukrainian nation. 

During the meeting with the president, Archbishop 
Vsevolod made a statement which, according to the 
UOC USA public relations office, reflects the position 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople: “The 
position of the Mother Church, the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, is that her daughter, the Moscow Patri- 
archate, consists of that territory which it encompassed 
to the year 1686. The subjugation of the Kyivan 
Metropolitanate to the Moscow Patriarchate was con- 
cluded by Patriarch Dionysius without the agreement 


or ratification of the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Great 
Church of Christ (the Patriarchate of Constantinople).” 

During his recent visit to Ukraine, Archbishop 
Vsevolod also met with Patriarch Filaret, head of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate, Met- 
ropolitan Volodymyr, head of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church—Moscow Patriarchate, and Archbishop Makarii 
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
(UAOC) in Lviv. 

Another hierarch of the UOC USA, Archbishop 
Antony of the church’s eastern eparchy, also recently 
traveled to Ukraine and met with Yushchenko. 

On March 11, Archbishop Antony met with 
Yushchenko to discuss the continued ecclesiastical 
struggles in Ukraine and sought the government’s as- 
sistance in resolving the issues which divide the church. 
The president expressed his deep desire to see a single, 
united Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Ukraine and in- 
dicated that he will work closely with all sides, in par- 
ticular the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 
to bring this unity about. The archbishop also invited 
the president to visit South Bound Brook/Somerset, 
New Jersey, the Metropolitanate Center of the UOC 
USA, during his upcoming working visit to President 
Bush in Washington, D. C. President Yuschenko ex- 
pressed a sincere desire to make that visit. 

Archbishop Antony also met with hierarchs of the 
UAOC, Metropolitan Andrii of Ivano-Frankivsk and 
Archbishop Makarii of Lviv, and with clergy who serve 
in the UAOC Patriarchate Office in Kyiv to discuss 
recent developments in the life of the church. 


Permanent Synod of Ukrainian 
Catholic Church coming to Canada 


By Fr. Michael Kowalchyk, 
translated by Roman Kravec 

The Year of Our Lord 2005 could become a memo- 
rable year in the history of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Canada. This Church, specifically, the Met- 
ropolitan See in Winnipeg, will be greeting, for the first 
time in its history, the Permanent Synod of our Church. 

Ukrainian Catholics, all 5 million plus of them, are 
very well aware that when the gates of freedom opened 
for our Church, the Church of Martyrs — very year all 
our bishops [virtually without exception] have been 
going to their own Synod of the Ukrainian Greek-Catho- 
lic Church. These were held either in Lviv or Kyiv, in 
the spring, summer or fall. The Synod is the beneficiary 
of the “Codex of Canons of the Eastern Churches” — 
Canon Law for the Byzantines, if you like and others. It 
was promulgated by Pope John Paul II on Oct. 18, 1990. 

This Codex (a collection of laws) is the product of 
many years of study and interpretation so that the con- 
temporary Christian whose theological thinking and un- 
derstanding of law is grounded in Eastern Christianity 
may have, on paper, a Church rule book. This will give 
easy access to the distilled wisdom of centuries in the 
realm of Church practice as determined by the life of 
the Church, Ecumenical Councils, decisions of top 
Church Hierarchy, and the practical experience of еу- 
eryday Christians. 

The Code is also very interesting in that it often al- 
lows each particular Church [sui iuris] to use its own 
experience and practices. So, even in the case of those 
who approach the Code with critical reservations, it nev- 
ertheless represents for us a consensus. There is noth- 
ing better available for us, not in the East, nor in the 
West. The Eastern Church, of which we are a part in 
liturgical practice, but also as an independent entity 
known as the Church of the Kyivan Tradition — bases 
its daily existence on rules and regulations which find 
their root in the City of Caesar [Constantinople]. 

The potpourri of Church laws that Eastern Catholic 
Churches hold in common gives an image of our law- 
making history. We can be deeply spiritual people, we 
can be good and honest Christians, but we still need a 
rule book for our behaviour, that we never transgress 
the boundaries of mutual respect or trample the rights 
of some in favour of others. 

The Code reveals to us an image of the Church of 
Christ where the basic law can be summarized as: God’s 
law of love, Christ’s teaching of morality, Church teach- 
ing throughout the ages апа a deep understanding that 
God created humans free. Being free, every Christian 
must be a building block of the Kingdom of Christ on 
earth. Therefore, the Code of Church laws is not an at- 
tempt to limit the spirit of Christianity, but to channel 


humanity in the direction of positive thinking and of 
implementing the Kingdom of God among people. 

The last 15 years, since the Ukrainian people and 
our Church gained their independence, are the best 
proof that our Synod of Bishops is making great strides 
preserving our identity within the one holy Universal 
Church. This Synod also has an ongoing executive func- 
tion, performed by our Patriarch, the Head of our 
Church, and four’ bishops. These meet at least twice a 
year to plan, discuss problems, and make decisions for 
the good of our Church. They are known as the Perma- 
nent Synod of our Church. Three bishops are chosen 
by all member bishops of the Synod for five years, and 
one is appointed by the Patriarch. 

The Permanent Synod session in Winnipeg is a 
golden opportunity for us to research and bring up a 
number of questions of mutual concern. For the first 
time in our history, members of all five eparchies in 
Canada—priests, nuns, monks and seminarians will 
come together to examine their missionary calling, and, 
as a church entity, deepen their knowledge of them- 
selves. In common prayer they will have the opportu- 
nity to experience that they are one Church. 

They have an important aim: to help all members of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in North America to re- 
alize that our Church is capable of: 

» Preserving a liturgical tradition; 

» Achieving a common understanding of our eccle- 
siastical entity; 

¢ Finding common ground so that the roots of our 
Mother Church remain our collective inheritance. 

This is the least we can expect from the Church that 
followed workers and farmers to Canada, the United 
States, Brazil, Argentina, and Australia; that was jailed 
with its prisoners in the Siberian taiga; that is now 
forced to keep up with its members looking for a de- 
cent living in various countries and continents; and that, 
despite cruel living conditions, language diversifica- 
tion, and cultural differences, survives! It is my hope 
that we always strive to seek what unites us into one, 
holy, self-governing Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
with an inspired Synod of Bishops. 

“Encounter 2005” is the name given to the meeting 
of spiritually minded people in Winnipeg in May. The 
world is giving up old ways of thinking; the world has 
become small; so united technologically and electroni- 
cally, that we have all become citizens of the world. 
This allows us to look at our own Church as a small 
religious cosmos, not afraid of confronting new prob- 
lems, not hesitating to bring our own theological think- 
ing, our own authentic traditions, our own church sing- 
ing — to the mission of spreading Christ and His teach- 
ing. 


PHOTO — NICK OCHOTTA, APSA 


Archbishp John honoured 


Archbishop John received a special award for his 20 years of 
dedicated service to the Edmonton-based Western Diocese 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, which serves 
Alberta and British Columbia. The award was presented by 
George Zaharia, President of St. John’s Cathedral Parish 
Council, on behalf of the 120 members present at the annual 
dinner of the Archbisop Andrew Fund, also called the Bishop’s 
Men, held March І at St. John’s Ukrainian Cultural Centre. 
Archbishop John is currently also the acting Metropolitan of 


the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. 


Oi: 


CONFIDENTIAL, FREE, HELPING SERVICES tailored to 
meet the needs of immigrants from Eastern Europe including: 


*COUNSELLING (individual/ couples/ family) *SUPPORT GROUPS 
*CONSULTING «САВЕЕВ COUNSELLING WORKSHOPS 


*STRESS/ HEALTH MANAGEMENT 


*INFORMATION, REFERRAL, ADVOCACY 


OFFICE OR YOUR HOME APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND OUT OF TOWN 
SERVICES AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, UKRAINIAN, SERBIAN AND CROATIAN 


Please call us at: (780) 471-5606 
Fax: (780) 477-0617 


Park. 
Memorial, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD” 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 


(adjacent to funeral home) о 
й family owned since 1941 ¢ 
5 prearranged funeral specialists 9 


¢ wheelchair accessible ? 


426-0050 » 24 HRS. 
9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit us at: 


www.parkmemorial .com 


Jerry Smolyk, Owner 


E-mail: simcisin@yahoo.ca 
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behind to oust Israelis 
Will host FIBA semi-finals 


(FIBA)—BC Kyiv ended Ironi Nahariya’s FIBA Europe League sea- 
son and spoiled its Purim holiday celebrations with a come-from-behind 
90-83 victory in Nahariya on March 23. 

Kyiv now advances to the Europe League Final Four, which will be 
held in that city on April 27 and 28. 

The three other teams participating are Dynamo St. Petersburg (Rus- 
sia), BC Khimki (Russia) and Fenerbahce Istanbul (Turkey). 

Nahariya led throughout the majority of the game but it was the Ukrai- 
nian team that maintained its composure during crunch time and took con- 
trol of the contest in the closing minutes. 

Kyiv’s size advantage proved decisive in the end as three of Nahariya’s 
big men fouled out in the last period. 

The victors were led by Marcelo Nicola, Ioannis Giannoulis апа Lamarr 
Greer who combined for 56 points. Greer scored 7 points in the final 2 
minutes including a three pointer that sealed the verdict. 

Adrian Pledger paced the losers with 20. 

Nahariya and Kyiv matched each other basket for basket during the 
opening minutes of the contest and Nahariya got a break when Nicola 
went to the bench with two personal fouls. The energized home team went 
on a 9-3 run, led by Pledger’s 9 points. 

Nine quick second quarter points by substitute Itai Lev gave Nahariyaa 
double digit lead (42-29) but Kyiv rallied behind 8 points by Greer to 
narrow their deficit to 47-43 at halftime. 

The second half was hotly contested throughout with 6 lead changes. 
The third quarter was nip and tuck with Pledger hitting a three to give 
Nahariya a 61-60 heading into the deciding 10 minutes. 

After the game Nahariya coach Avi Ashkenazi tried to put things in 
perspective. “Obviously we are disappointed because we could have won, 
but it was a very successful season and one of the biggest nights in the 
history of Nahariya basketball.” 


Kyiv ties up series at home 


(FIBA)—BC Kyiv grabbed an important win in FIBA Europe League 
action on March 18, beating Iscar Strauss Nahariya 83-72 to send the 
quarter-final series to a deciding game three on March 23. 

The home side had a strong start to the game, outscoring Nahariya 16- 
8 during the first half of the first quarter. However several turnovers by 
Kyiv allowed the visitors to decrease the gap by the first break — 25-17. 

Kyiv coach Renato Pasquali expressed his concern before the game at 
Nahariya’s fast break capabilities, and 2 quick buckets by the Israeli side 
at the start of the second quarter seemed to confirm his fears. 

Nahariya also switched frorn man-to-man defense to a zone, but Kyiv 
were able to make the necessary adjustments and behind some strong in- 
side play from Ioannis Giannoulis (14 first half points) and Marcelo Nicola 
(9 points, 8 rebounds and 3 assists), stayed in front, 51-35 at halftime. 

Kyiv consolidated their advantage in the third quarter and confidently 
increased their lead to as much as 21 points by the end of the period. 

The visitors stepped up their defense in the final quarter, forcing Kyiv 
to miss a number of three-pointers which Nahariya converted into fast 
break baskets. 

They reduced the lead to 8 points, but a Lamarr Greer 3-pointer gave 
Kyiv the breathing space they needed to close out the game. 

Giannoulis led Kyiv with 20 points. Nicola and Greer added double- 
doubles scoring 12 and 11 points respectively and grabbing 10 rebounds 
apiece. 

Erez Markovich was the top scorer for Nahariya with 16 points. 


Homenuik, Panasik named 


inductees to Canadian 
Golf Hall of Fame 


Two Ukrainian Canadians were named to the Canadian Golf Hall of 
Fame, reported the Canadian Press, March 12. 

Wilfred (Wilf) Homenuik and Robert (Bob) Panasik are this year’s in- 
ductees according to the Royal Canadian Golf Association. 

Homeniuk’s induction will take place at Glendale Golf and Country 
Club in Winnipeg on Sept. 24 while Windsor’s Essex Golf and Country 
Club is tentatively slated to host Panasik’s induction on Sept. 17. 

“Mr. Panasik and Mr. Homenuik are two fine examples of what makes 
golf the game it 15," Karen Hewson, director of the Canadian Golf Hall of 
Fame, said in a statement. “Both have made tremendous contributions 
both on and off the course. It is only fitting that they are recognized for 
their accomplishments.” 

Homenuik, from Kamsack, Sask., became nationally recognized in 1962 
when he finished as the low Canadian at the Canadian Open. He won 
eight international professional events and earned two CPGA Tour Cham- 
pionship titles in 1965 and 1971. 

While playing on the PGA Tour, Homenuik competed in 99 tourna- 
ments placing in the top-10 eleven times. 

Panasik, from Windsor, Ont., gained fame at the age of 15, when he 
made history at the 1957 Canadian Open by becoming the youngest player 
to make a cut at a PGA Tour event — a record that still stands. 

Panasik went on to win two CPGA Championships, three CPGA Senior 
Championship titles and 15 various provincial titles. 
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Kyiv comes from | Ukraine owe victory to Voronin 


(UEFA)—Ukraine moved a step closer towards their 
first FIFA World Cup finals with a victory that left 
Denmark’s own qualification hanging in the balance, 
March 30. 

A second-half strike from Andriy Voronin was 
enough to seal the win for the Group 2 leaders and 
move them eight points clear of a Danish team now 
down to fourth place after Turkey’s win in Georgia 
that same day. 

Denmark coach Morten Olsen made three changes 
from the side that defeated Kazakhstan 3-0 on March 
26. Thomas Gravesen and Per Krgldrup returned from 
suspension in place of Daniel Jensen and the injured 
Martin Laursen, while Dennis Rommedahl replaced 
Peter M@ller despite the veteran’s dramatic double- 
goalscoring comeback at the weekend. 

Andriy Shevchenko was still missing for Ukraine 
because of a fractured cheekbone, and Denmark took 
the early initiative. Martin Jorgensen went close from 


Court gives Blokhin 
green light 


(UEFA)—A court of appeal in Kyiv has confirmed 
that Oleh Blokhin can combine his Ukraine coaching 
duties with being an MP. 

The decision will be the culmination of an on-run- 
ning wrangle that saw the former Soviet Union inter- 
national resign, then reinstated by the Football Federa- 
tion of Ukraine (FFU) after a public outcry, before the 
organisation declined a second offer of resignation on 
March 25. 

Other members of parliament had questioned the 52- 
year-old’s ability to do both jobs, but now it seems it 
will be Blokhin’s choice as to whether he continues in 
his unique dual role, having announced on March 16 
that he would prefer to concentrate solely on political 
duties. 

Even though the FFU immediately accepted the 
former FC Dynamo Kyiv player’s resignation, FFU 
president Grigoriy Surkis was quick to state that he did 
not see any worthy replacement for Blokhin — who 
has led Ukraine to the top of FIFA World Cup qualify- 
ing Group 2 — and was keen for him to change his 
mind. 


14 metres out in the eighth minute and soon after Jon 
Dah! Tomasson’s darting run caught out the Ukraine 
backline but his strike was cleared off the line by de- 
fender Andriy Rusol. 

The visitors continued to pose problems with their 
pace and in the 27th minute a clever ball forward from 
Jgrgensen put Christian Poulsen in space to make a 
shot which Ukraine goalkeeper Oleksandr 
Shovkovskiy did well to tip around the post. Five min- 
utes later Ukraine finally caught a glimpse of the Dan- 
ish goal with Andriy Husin’s free-kick. But although 
his shot cleared the wall, the ball skimmed over the 
crossbar much to the disappointment of the Kyiv 
crowd. 

That chance appeared to have the desired effect as 
the home side came out after the interval with a greater 
sense of urgency. However, it was Jorgensen who con- 
tinued to have the best of the openings and after 64 
minutes another shot from distance flew narrowly 
wide. 

But Denmark would come to rue their missed 
chances three minutes later when Ukraine grabbed 
what proved to be the winning goal. A powerful shot 
from Oleh Gusev came back off the post but only as 
far as Voronin, who fired a low shot into the corner. 

Jorgensen kept up the pressure on the Ukraine de- 
fence and tried his luck with several more efforts, but 
fortune was not on his side. Ukraine next meet bottom 
team Kazakhstan on June 4, four days before they go 
to Greece and Denmark play Albania. 


Group 2 Standings 


Teams Pid У р І GE GA Pts 
Ukraine 7 Se, 0 pie Si ily 
Turkey ihe eye 1 137 See 
Greece 6 Shae?) 1 10% Cpa 
Denmark 7 7) Sage 2 105 97 9 
Albania 6 20 4 З; 6 
Georgia 6 1 поь eres) 5 
Kazakhstan 5 0-0 5 oe IB (0) 


Pld: Matches played W: Won D:Drawn L: Lost GF: 
Goals for GA: Goals against Pts: Points 


Grushina, Goncharov take bronze 


(UkrNews/ISU)—Elena Grushina and Ruslan 
Goncharov captured the bronze medal in the Ice danc- 
ing competition at the World Figure Skating Champi- 
onships, held in Moscow, March 14-20. 

Skating to “Air” by Johann Sebastian Bach “Four 
Seasons” by Antonio Vivaldi, in the finals, March 19, 
the husband-and-wife team produced beautiful lifts. The 
reigning European silver medalists received 109.48 
points (45.69/63.79) for their romantic program. They 
earned the bronze medal with a total score of 213.95 
points. 

Tatiana Navka and Roman Kostomarov of Russia 
danced to their second title, while Tanith Belbin/Ben- 
jamin Agosto (USA) took the silver. 

Grushina and Goncharov’s bronze was the only 
medal won by Ukraine during the championships. 

Next best showing was by the Pairs team of Volosozar 
and Stanislav Morozov and Elena Liashenko in 
Women’s Singles — all of whom finished tenth. 


Elena Grushina (L) and Ruslan Goncharov of Ukraine 
perform the free dance routine. REUTERS/Grigory 
Dukor 


St. Petersburg sweeps Mariupil 


(FIBA)—Dynamo St Petersburg ended Azovmash’s 
FIBA Europe League season on March 18 in Mariupil. 
The Russian side put on a clinical fourth quarter dis- 
play, outscoring Azovmash 9-0 in the final 3 minutes 
to take what had been a close contest. 

In an electric atmosphere in Mariupil, the 2,5000 fans 
in attendance saw a great effort from their team in a 
do-or-die situation. 

The first quarter got off to a quick start and it was 
evident that neither side would give in without a fight. 
Ed Cota (Dynamo) and Art Long (Azovmash) proved 
themselves as the leaders of their respective teams, and 
went on to trade baskets throughout the first period. 

With the score deadlocked at 20-20 at the start of the 
second period it was anyone’s game. Thanks to Long’s 
all-around solid play (20 points, 12 rebounds in 20 min- 
utes) Azovmash took a slim 38-33 lead in the middle 
of the quarter. At this point fearing that the lead would 
increase, the guests put on a full-court man-to-man press 
shortly before the end of the quarter. The resulting 14- 
2 run gave them a 40-47 lead at the half. 

The third quarter was played out in much the same 


fashion with either side trading baskets and no one be- 
ing able to establish a clear advantage. Both teams 
dropped 21 points in the third quarter and 
therefore Dynamo was up 61-68 with ten minutes to 
play in this decisive game. 

Midway through the fourth quarter Dynamo was able 
to increase their lead to nine points, but when Long 
stepped up and drilled a three-pointer and Petro Podtykan 
added a spark off the bench, the score was once again 
locked at 72-72 with three minutes remaining. 

Unfortunately for Azovmash despite the noisy home 
crowd cheering them on, they would go scoreless for 
the rest of the game as Dynamo went on a 9-0 run to 
close out the game on top 72-81. ; 

The win is Dynamo’s 18th consecutive of the FIBA 
Europe League season. 2004 winners Unics Kazan 
dropped just one game on their way to the title, but if 
Dynamo win their next 2 games (the semi-final and 
final), they will complete the season undefeated. 

Long led Azovmash with an impressive double- 
double (32 pts and 18 rebounds). Kelly McCarty had а 
team high 17 points for Dynamo. 
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Rada gives overwhelming| Canada-Ukraine 
nod to budget 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Parliament overwhelmingly 
approved the government’s 2005 budget amendments 
on March 25, opening way for dramatic economic re- 
forms aimed at fighting corruption and boosting eco- 
nomic expansion this year. 

The vote is a major victory for Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and bolsters her position in the run-up to 
the important general election due in 12 months. 

The amendments, which increase social payouts and 
wages at the expense of turning a major part of the 
economy from the shadow, were supported 376-0 in 
the 450-seat legislature. The vote suggests lawmakers 
from across the spectrum backed the amendments. 

“A pro-Ukrainian majority was born in Parliament,” 
Tymoshenko said after the vote. “I believe that it will 
get stronger step by step and will produce main results 
that will be felt by the people every month.” 

The amendments completely revamp the previous 
2005 budget, which has been approved in December 
2004, by eliminating controversial tax breaks and slash- 
ing the government’s capital spending to avoid a fiscal 
disaster. 

The amendments reduce the 2005 budget deficit to 
UAH6.8 billion, or 1.5% of gross domestic product, 
down from an estimated hidden gap of UAH32 billion, 
or 7.8% of GDP, in the previous budget. 

The government forecast 2005 budget revenue at 
UAH108.5 billion, while spending was set at 
UAH115.3 billion, with the gap to be financed through 
selling state assets. The government sees the economy 
growing 8.2%, compared with the 6.5% that had been 
earlier predicted. 

The government eliminated sweeping tax breaks that 


had been earlier provided to a number of well-connected 
businessmen controlling major industries ranging from 
steel making to automobile manufacturing. The indus- 
tries’ interests entrenched in Parliament had opposed 
the amendments, but lost. 

“The owners of iron ore extracting companies, steel 
makers and automobile manufacturers sit in Parlia- 
ment,” Tymoshenko said. “Let’s learn how to share with 
the society. Let’s burn some fat and let’s look in the 
eyes of the people.” 

Although the amendments found a broad consensus 
in Parliament, two groups, mostly harboring owners of 
steel makers, ore producers and auto manufacturers, 
still had essentially opposed them. 

Regions of Ukraine, the group led by former Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, an ally of Rinat 
Akhmetov, a steel and mining industry magnate, criti- 
cized the draft and refused to vote. 

The Industrialists and Entrepreneurs Party, which also 
refused to vote, harbors Tariel Vasadze, a lawmaker 
who is thought to own AvtoZAZ, Ukraine’s biggest car 
producer. Ironically, the party is led by a member of 
the government, First Deputy Prime Minister Anatoliy 
Kinakh. 

Tymoshenko said that tax breaks were eliminated for 
all, including those that sympathize with the govern- 
ment. “Automobile manufacturers are within both op- 
position and pro-government groups. We lifted tax 
breaks for all,” Tymoshenko said. 


Surge of interest in 
Odesa-Brody pipeline 


By Vladimir Socor 


(Jamestown Foundation)—Political transformation 
in Ukraine has reactivated international interest in us- 
ing the Odesa-Brody oil pipeline in the originally in- 
tended northerly direction, which involves extending 
the pipeline into Poland to Plock and on to Gdansk. 
Initially designed for transporting Caspian oil to Eu- 
rope, the Odesa-Brody pipeline has instead been used 
“in reverse mode” since 2004 for transporting Russian 
oil southward to the Mediterranean basin. 

Addressing the “Power-Business Partnership” forum 
on March 11 in Kyiv, President Viktor Yushchenko por- 
trayed the Odesa-Brody pipeline extension project as 
one of all-European interest, of “enormous signifi- 
cance” to the task of diversifying Europe’s and 
Ukraine’s energy supply sources and transport options 
by using Caspian oil and a Ukrainian transit route. 
Yushchenko proposed that this transport project be cor- 
related with oil production in Kazakhstan, notably at 
the giant Tengiz field, which is majority-owned and 
operated by Chevron-Texaco. During the same Kyiv 
forum, Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko noted that 
the pipeline’s “reverse use” is loss-making to Ukraine, 
and she suggested making arrangements with oil pro- 
ducers in Kazakhstan in order to use the Odesa-Brody 
pipeline as originally intended, once it is extended into 
Poland. 

Also on March 11 in Kyiv, a meeting of Ukrainian, 
Polish, and European Commission experts renewed dis- 
cussion on the extension project. The European Com- 
mission opened a 2 million Euro credit line for a tech- 
nical and commercial feasibility study on extending the 
pipeline to Plock. 

As Yushchenko recalled at the forum, it was the gov- 
ernment he chaired in 2000-2002, with Tymoshenko 
overseeing the energy sector, that gave the decisive im- 
petus to the Odesa-Brody-Plock project, with the in- 
tention to bring Caspian oil to European markets. The 
bulk of financial investments and most of the construc- 
tion work on the Odesa-Brody pipeline were accom- 
plished during that period. 

The pipeline was completed to Brody in 2002. In 
May 2003, the Ukrainian and Polish governments and 
the European Commission signed a statement on ex- 
tending the line to Plock, and formed an expert work- 
ing group. In November that year, the governments of 
Ukraine and Poland signed an agreement of intent to 
use the Odesa-Brody pipeline and connect it with the 

Polish pipeline system. In July 2004, the Ukrainian and 


Polish state pipeline operating companies, 
UkrTrransNafta and PERN, formed the joint company 
Sarmatia for constructing the extension to Plock. 

These agreements did not bear fruit, mainly because 
Russia and its state-connected oil companies stood in 
the way. With the Odesa-Brody pipeline dry and idle 
during more than two years, and authorities in Kyiv 
tilting politically toward Russia, the stage was set for 
reversing the pipeline’s use. In June 2004, a long-term 
Russia-Ukraine agreement on oil transport envisaged 
using the Odesa-Brody pipeline for transporting Rus- 
sian oil. In July that year, UkrTransNafta and the Rus- 
sian-British joint company Tyumen Neft-British Petro- 
leum (TNK-BP) signed a contract on using the pipe- 
line southward to Odesa. It envisaged pumping up to 9 
million tons annually from Russian fields operated by 
TNK-BP and various Russian companies. 

However, only 1.3 million tons were pumped during 
the first five months of reverse use, from September 
2004 to January 2005. This means that the pipeline 
operates at a loss to the Ukrainian government. 
UkrTransNafta had estimated last year that a through- 
put of at least 4 million tons annually would be neces- 
sary for a break-even financial result. 

Ukraine had initially anticipated a throughput of up 
to 7 million tons in 2005. But TNK-BP now claims 
that Russian oil exporters need lower taxes at the 
Pivdenny maritime export terminal near Odesa. More- 
over, they now claim that they cannot make long-term 
commitments to using the pipeline to Odesa, amid on- 
going discussions by Ukraine and its EU partners about 
adhering to the original plans of pumping Caspian oil 
northward to Europe. 

On March 14, Lukoil chairman Vahid Alekperov dis- 
cussed the possible use in the northward direction dur- 
ing a meeting with Yuschenko in Kyiv. Alekperov’s 
statement after the meeting seemed vague and unre- 
ceptive. On March 16, delegations led by the energy 
ministers of Ukraine and Kazakhstan, Ivan Plachkov 
and Vladimir Shkolnik, held potentially more fruitful 
talks in Kyiv on possible long-term arrangements for 
Kazakh crude oil deliveries to Ukrainian refineries and 
on to European countries through an extended Odesa- 
Brody-Plock pipeline. 

The Odesa-Brody line is 674 kilometers long, with a 
design throughput capacity of 14 million tons annu- 
ally. The Brody-Plock extension, 490 kilometers long, 
is expected to take three years to construct at an esti- 
mated cost of 450 to 500 million euros. 


-best to make your life in Ukraine better than in Russia. 
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Chamber revived 


(UkrNews)—The Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce has been 
revived, reports the General Consulate of Ukraine in Toronto. 

In a March 29 press release, the Consulate says a meeting to revitalize 
the organization was held at the Ukrainian National Federation Hall on 
March 23. 

The meeting elected Ivan Znachka, President of “Roots and Images” as 
President of CUCC and Zenon Potichny, President of Shelton Canada as 
Vice President of CUCC. 

Bohdan Myndiuk, who served as Executive Director of the organiza- 
tion in the 1990s, was reappointed to the post. 

Among its first projects, the Chamber is involved with helping organize 
a trade mission to accompany Toronto Mayor David Miller on his visit to 
Kyiv from May 9-11. 

Bob Onyschuk is the liaison person for the Chamber with the Mayor’s 
Office. 


Yushchenko outlines 
reprivatization policy 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko told the March 18 issue of 
“Kommersant-Daily” that the government will offer to allow the current 
owners of dishonestly privatized companies to pay an additional sum to 
the government to close the gap between purchase prices and “real market 
prices.” 

If the owners reject, the government will propose their companies for 
new tenders to find new buyers. 

Yushchenko stressed that metallurgical giant Kryvorizhstal, which was 
bought in 2004 by oligarch Rynat Akhmetow and Viktor Pinchuk at a 
price widely regarded as dubious, will unconditionally be put up for a 
new tender 

Referring to the prospect of Russian investments in Ukraine, Yushchenko 
said, “I’ve told [Russian businessmen] straightforwardly, ‘I will do my 
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Yushchenko’s Turkmenistan 
trip yields no gas deal 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian attempts to conclude a deal with Turkmenistan 
for a long-term delivery contract for natural gas did not materialize during 
President Viktor Yushchenko’s visit to Ashgabad on March 22-23. 

Despite this, the head of Naftohaz Ukrayina, Oleksiy Ivchenko, told 
Interfax that he is confident that Ukraine will continue to receive 30 bil- 
lion to 40 billion cubic meters (bcm) of gas per year after the present 
contract ends in December 2006. 

When asked how the 25-year Russian contract signed with Turkmenistan, 
which foresees deliveries of up to 60 bem of gas per year beginning in 
2007 — would affect deliveries to Ukraine, Ivchenko replied that 
Turkmenistan has the capacity to produce enough gas to service both 
Ukraine and Russia. In fact, Turkmen gas production in 2004 was 58.8 
bem, a decrease from 2003’s figure of 59.1 bem. 

In the first month of 2005, production fell by 14 percent, due primarily 
to a stop in gas deliveries to Russia over a dispute with Russia’s Gazprom 
over a new price for gas. Another drawback to Turkmen gas deliveries is 
that the trunk pipeline is capable of transporting only 50 bem per year. 


MPs submit bill hiking 
oil, gas royalties 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A group of Ukrainian lawmakers submitted a bill 
aimed at increasing 10-fold royalties on domestic crude oil and natural 
gas extraction, Oleh Zarubinskiy, a member of People’s Party, said March 
17. 

The bill, if approved, would help the government to raise 2 billion 
hryvnias (US$376 million) in royalties in 2005, up from 200 million 
hryvnias anticipated by the current law. 

The People’s Party is led by Parliamentary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn. 

The bill is supposed to be debated and voted before March 26, together 
with scheduled voting for 2005 budget amendments, Zarubinskiy said. 

The royalties on oil extraction are currently set at 10 hryvnias ($1.9) per 
1 metric ton of crude. 

“This is ridiculously low,” Zarubinskiy said at a press conference pre- 
senting the bill that calls to hike the royalties to 100 hryvnias ($19). 

Oil companies reported the cost of Ukrainian oil extraction at $60 per 
metric ton, while an average domestic market oil price is quoted at $270 
per ton. 
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gas imports fall due 
to Turkmen dispute 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s exports of natural gas to Europe, mostly 
to Germany, fell dramatically in February reflecting a suspension of gas 
imports from Turkmenistan due to a price dispute earlier this year, an offi- 
cial said March 17. 

Ukraine’s gas exports plunged to 322.8 million cubic meters in Febru- 
ary, down 22.5% from 416.6 million cubic meters in January and down 
55.7% from 729.5 million cubic meters in February 2004, the Energy and 
Fuel Ministry said. 

“This is the result of a problem with gas imports that we have had ear- 
lier this year,” Kostiantyn Borodin, a spokesman at Naftogaz Ukrayiny, 
the national oil and gas company, said. 

The slump in gas exports signals that Naftogaz’s hard cash revenue may 
drop steeply and may potentially cause problems for the company in ser- 
vicing foreign debt, including a recently arranged 2 billion euros loan from 
Deutsche Bank. 

Ukraine is exporting natural gas that it buys from Turkmenistan, the 
country’s biggest source of gas. A price dispute between Ukraine and 
Turkmenistan led to a brief suspension of gas imports in January, forcing 
Ukraine to accept a 31% gas price hike this year. 

The price dispute caused a major reduction of gas imports in Ukraine so 
far this year. 

Ukraine imported 9.7 billion cubic meters of natural gas in January- 
February, down from 11.4 billion cubic meters imported in January-Feb- 
tuary 2004, according to the ministry. 

The price hike forced Ukraine to scale down its gas imports from the 
Central Asia to 5.92 billion cubic meters in January-February from 6.94 
billion cubic meters that had originally been planned in the period, ac- 
cording to the ministry. As a result, Germany, the biggest market for Ukrai- 
nian gas exports, saw gas supplies from Ukraine dwindling to 228.5 mil- 
lion cubic meters in February from 319.8 million cubic meters in January, 
according to the ministry. 

Exports to Romania, the second biggest market, fell to 94.3 million cu- 
bic meters from 96.8 million cubic meters, the official said. 

Overall, Ukraine exported about 740 million cubic meters of gas to Eu- 
rope in January-February, compared with 1.52 billion cubic meters ex- 
ported in January-February 2004, the ministry said. Й 

President Viktor Yushchenko is scheduled to visit Turkmenistan March 
22-23 for talks with his Turkemni counterpart Separmurat Niyazov over 
gas imports and prices. 

Analysts said Yushchenko will seek to sign a 25-year gas supply agree- 
ment with Turkmenistan as the current 5-year deal expires in 2007. 

At the talks, Yushchenko is also expected to discuss plans to boost Cen- 
tral Asian gas supplies to Europe, including to Germany and Poland. 

Yushchenko visited Germany earlier this month and preliminary agreed 
to set up a German-Polish-Ukrainian joint venture that will be distributing 
gas in Europe. 
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nvestors signal 


cautious optimism 


By Nikola Krastev 

(RFE/RL)—Hundreds of investors gathered at a con- 
ference recently in New York to assess business pros- 
pects for Ukraine in the aftermath of dramatic political 
changes signaled cautious optimism. 

They pointed to steps to reduce market regulations, 
improve the tax code and prosecute political and eco- 
nomic crimes. But they also cited obstacles to foreign 
investors in Ukraine, the largest being closely inter- 
twined political and economic interests and the con- 
siderable power of regional business groups. 

Among the participants was Natalie Jaresko, who 
‘heads the Western NIS Enterprise Fund, a private eq- 
uity fund with more than US$150 million invested in 
Ukraine and Moldova. She told the conference that con- 
ditions in Ukraine appear finally to be changing. 

“For the longest time, many of us looked at Ukraine 
and Deutsche Bank’s and others’ road studies that talked 
about whether Ukraine was a land of opportunity, 
whether you can make money there,” Jaresko said. 
“And the glass was always half-full, [or] half-empty 
depending how you looked at it. Today I can say with 
great confidence that that glass is beginning to fill up.” 

Jorge Zukoski, president of the American Chamber 
of Commerce in Ukraine, said Ukrainian consumers 
are accumulating disposable income and are becom- 
ing more sophisticated in their choices. 

Zukoski said agriculture is among Ukraine’s more 
promising sectors for potential investment. 

“This is one sector of the economy that Ukraine by 
far has competitive advantages,” Zukoski said. “We are 
seeing our members and new investors getting involved 
in everything from input provision, seeds and chemi- 
cals, to equipment, managed farming, commodities 
trading, grain elevators, port infrastructures, as well as 
food processing.” Zukoski also pointed to opportuni- 
ties in light manufacturing, fast-moving consumer 
goods, and the construction industry. 

Ukraine’s economy has grown for each of the past 
five years. Last year, growth was more than 12 per- 
cent, which compares favorably with other emerging 
markets. 

Jaresko of the Western NIS Enterprise Fund described 
the changes that are under way: “What the post-revo- 


lution has done [is that it] has offered us not only a 
different mindset of business managers to deal with, 
but it has offered us a much better liquidity situation 
for getting out and exiting, realizing these investments 
both, with new strategic investors coming into the coun- 
try in the next 12, 18, 24 months, and the opportunities 
for potentially doing IPO’s (initial public offerings of 
stock) on a very high-demand stock-market which 
didn’t exist five [or] 10 years ago.” 

Despite the optimism, some experts warned that do- 
ing away with the old mindset in Ukraine will be a 
considerable challenge for the new government. 

Kyrylo Kryve is head of research for the Ukrainian 
MFK Investment Bank, one of the country’s largest. 
He said current regulations do little to protect the in- 
terests of minority shareholders, for instance. 

“You must be aware that business groups control- 
ling over 75 percent of any company [in Ukraine] can 
do virtually anything to this company regardless of the 
interest of the minority shareholders,” Kryve said. 

Kryve said there are significant ownership risks in 
Ukraine and that companies can easily be targeted for 
hostile takeovers and asset stripping. 

Other participants in the conference noted that Spe- 
cial Economic Zones in Ukraine — 11 in total — were 
originally designed to boost economic activity in cer- 
tain regions and attract investments. But, they said, 
those areas have de facto became loopholes for money- 
laundering and tax evasion. 

The new government — headed by Yuliya 
Tymoshenko — is said to be reviewing the legality of 
hundreds of privatization deals. The news sent out 
ripples of concern. But Jaresko, for one, said she be- 
lieves the government was only targeting a few high- 
visibility cases. She said she thinks there is no inten- 
tion to reopen the entire privatization process. 

Conference participants suggested that the stream- 
lining in administrative reform of the government is 
already visible. It is important, they said, because with 
the result will be fewer opportunities for regulatory ob- 
stacles and less room for corruption. They say the 
streamlining also makes pay-scale reform possible, thus 
allowing for wages for civil servants that make them 
less prone to corruption. 


Western Union gives in 
to AMC demands 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Western Union, the world’s larg- 
est money transfer company, narrowly averted a crush- 
ing penalty from Ukrainian regulators on March 24 by 
agreeing to dramatically cut its tariffs within a week. 

Western Union pledged to reduce by at least 40% 
the tariffs for money transfers to Ukraine from Italy, 
Spain and Portugal, the three countries that harbor most 
of Ukrainian workers in Europe. 

“They agreed to cut all the tariffs,” Oleksiy Kostusev, 
the head of the Anti-Monopoly Committee, said at a 
press conference. 

The company also promised to reduce the tariffs for 
money transfers from the U.S. and will consider simi- 
lar action for transfers from Germany, Israel, the Czech 
Republic, Greece and Poland. 

The tariff reduction meets the deadline from the com- 
mittee and helps Western Union avert hundreds of mil- 
lions of U.S. dollars in fines that could have otherwise 
been imposed. 

The development is the committee’s second major 
victory over Western Union, less than a year after the 
company was forced to steeply cut charges for money 
transfers from Russia to Ukraine. 
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The move to cut charges helps Western Union to 
maintain control over its lucrative $700 million-per- 
year money transfer business in Ukraine, dwarfing its 
competitors, such as MoneyGram. 

Western Union, with annual revenue at $3 billion, is 
a subsidiary of First Data Corp, a Colorado-based fi- 
nancial services company quoted on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Millions of Ukrainian nationals, working in Europe, 
Russia and North America, use Western Union’s money 
transfer network to send their earnings back home to 
support their families. 

“We helped millions of ordinary people to save mil- 
lions of dollars,” Kostusev said. 

The tariff reductions, due to start April 1, apparently 
cuts charges for sending between 100 and 200 Euros 
from Portugal to 9.9% from 16.5%, to 8.7% from 14.5% 
from Italy and to 10.2% from 17% from Spain, accord- 
ing to the committee. 

The company last year reduced the tariff to 6% from 
15% for money transfers from Russia to Ukraine, help- 
ing an estimated 3 million Ukrainians save an estimated 
$30 million annually in the process, the committee said. 


————————— 


International ring cited in missile scandal 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman Dmytro Svystkov told 
journalists on March 30 that the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) has de- 
tected and “neutralized” an international group of arms smugglers from Rus- 
sia, Ukraine, and Australia who illegally supplied 12 X-55 missiles to China 
and Iran in 2000-01 under the pretext of exporting them to Russia, Interfax 
reported. Svystkov added that “in May-June 2001, citizens of Ukraine and 
Australia, using faked documents, illegally exported to Iran six more Х-55 
missiles and equipment for their maintenance on behalf of the Rosvooruzhenie 
state company.” Svystkov noted that prosecutors launched a “number of crimi- 
nal proceedings” in connection with the missile smuggling, adding that two 
involved smugglers died in road accidents in 2002 and 2004. 


